m.  m 

University  of  Alberta  Library 


0 1620  3420173  9 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
University  of  Alberta  Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/english2304albe 


English  23 


Module  4 


THE  TIES  THAT  BIND 


Distance 

Learning 


Absna 

EDUCATION 


This  document  is  intended  for 

Students 

/ 

Teachers  (English  23) 

/ 

Administrators 

Parents 

General  Public 

Other 

English  23 
Student  Module 
Module  4 

The  TiesThat  Bind 

Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre 

ISBN  No.  0-7741-0958-0 


ALL  RIGHTS  RESERVED  

Copyright®  1994,  the  Crown  in  Right  of  Alberta,  as  represented  by  the  Minister  of  Education,  Alberta  Education,  1 1 160  Jasper  Avenue, 
Edmonton,  Alberta,  T5K  0L2.  All  rights  reserved.  Additional  copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Learning  Resources  Distributing  Centre. 

No  part  of  this  courseware  may  be  reproduced  in  any  form,  including  photocopying  (unless  otherwise  indicated),  without  the  written 
permission  of  Alberta  Education. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  both  to  provide  proper  acknowledgement  of  the  original  source  and  to  comply  with  copyright  law.  If  cases 
are  identified  where  this  has  not  been  done,  please  notify  Alberta  Education  so  appropriate  corrective  action  can  be  taken. 

IT  IS  STRICTLY  PROHIBITED  TO  COPY  ANY  PART  OF  THESE  MATERIALS  UNDER  THE  TERMS  OF 
A LICENCE  FROM  A COLLECTIVE  OR  A LICENSING  BODY. 


UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY 
imi\/PRQITY  OF  A!  RERTA 


Welcome  to  Module  4! 


We  hope  you’ll  enjoy  your  study  of 
The  Ties  That  Bind. 


We’ve  included  a prerecorded 
audiocassette  with  this  module.  The 
cassette  will  help  you  work  through 
the  material  and  it  will  enhance  your 
listening  skills. 

So  whenever  you  see  this  icon, 


fj 

turn  on  your  tape  and  listen. 


Because  there  are  no  response  lines  provided  in  the 
Student  Module  Booklets  of  this  course,  you’ll  need  a 
notebook  or  lined  paper  to  respond  to  questions, 
complete  charts,  and  answer  questionnaires.  It’s 
important  to  keep  your  lined  paper  handy  as  you  work 
through  the  material  and  to  keep  your  responses 
together  in  a notebook  or  binder  for  review  purposes 
later.  Read  all  of  the  questions  carefully,  and  respond 
to  them  as  completely  as  possible.  Then  compare 
your  responses  with  the  ones  supplied  in  the 
Appendix. 

You’ll  be  asked  to  keep  some  of  your  personal 
responses  in  a separate  folder  or  booklet  - your 
journal.  You  learned  what  a journal  is  and  how  to  use 
it  in  Module  1 . 


Good  luck. 


Remember  to  read 
carefully  and  work  through 
all  of  the  activities  in  each 
section  before  attempting 
the  assignment  for  that 
section.  This  strategy  will  help 
you  to  achieve 
— , better  success  in 
— j your  studies. 
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MODULE  OVERVIEW 


Have  you  read  a good  book  lately?  If  so,  why  was  it  good?  Because  it  told  an  exciting  story? 
Because  it  made  you  laugh?  Any  novel  is  a good  novel  if  it  entertains  you.  But  sometimes 
entertainment  - like  a meal  consisting  only  of  dessert  - isn’t  enough.  The  mind  wants  more.  In  a 
serious  novel  - like  the  one  you’ll  be  reading  in  this  module  - you  get  more:  a story  that  entertains 
you  while  it  offers  important  insights  about  life.  Like  most  serious  novels,  it  tries  to  make  you  think 
about  who  you  are  and  how  you  should  live  your  life. 


You  will  read  the  novel  Of  Mice  and  Men  by  John  Steinbeck.  Of  Mice  and  Men  deals  with  the 
problems  of  loneliness  in  society  while  focusing  on  the  lives  of  two  friends  who  try  to  keep  alive  a 
dream  in  an  otherwise  disheartening  environment. 


MODULE  4 


THE  TIES  THAT  BIND 


Section  1: 
Understanding 
Novels 


Section  2: 
Of  Mice  and 
Men 


Evaluation 

Your  mark  for  this  module  will  be  determined  by  how  well  you  complete  the  assignments  at  the  end 
of  each  section.  In  this  module  you  must  complete  three  assignments.  The  mark  distribution  is  as 
follows: 


Section  1 Assignment  20  marks 

Section  2 Assignment  60  marks 

Section  3 Assignment  20  marks 


TOTAL 


100  marks 
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English  23:  Module  4 


When  doing  your  assignments,  work  slowly  and  carefully.  If  you’re  having  difficulty,  go  back  and 
review  the  appropriate  section. 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully.  Plan  and  do  your  rough  work  on  your  own  paper.  Revise 
and  edit  your  responses;  then  set  up  your  final  copy  for  submission  on  your  own  paper.  Lined 
looseleaf  is  recommended.  Make  sure  your  answers  are  neat  and  organized,  with  wide  left  margins 
and  space  for  teacher  comments  after  each  assignment. 


When  you  see  this  icon,  ideas  and  details  are  provided  to  help  you  set  up  and  organize  your  answer  in 
a certain  way. 

Before  submitting  your  responses,  be  sure  to  proofread  them  carefully  to  ensure  that  they  say  what 
you  want,  that  they’re  neat  and  clear,  and  that  they’re  complete  and  missing  no  material. 

You’ll  be  submitting  only  your  assignment  response  pages  (and  in  some  cases  an  audiotape  or 
videotape  cassette)  for  evaluation. 


COURSE  OVERVIEW 

English  23  contains  eight  modules. 
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SECTION 


^^"understanding  novels 


Have  you  read  any  of  these  titles?  They  are  all  novels.  In  this  module,  you  will  read  another  novel. 
But  first  you  will  look  at  some  of  the  elements  of  a story  so  that  you  can  better  appreciate  the  novel 
that  you  will  read.  A good  story  does  not  just  happen;  instead,  its  different  parts  are  carefully 
arranged  by  the  author  to  have  the  maximum  emotional  and  intellectual  impact  on  you,  the  reader.  If 
you  understand  the  structure  of  a story,  you  will  be  better  able  to  understand  the  author’s  purpose  in 
writing  the  story. 


By  the  end  of  this  section,  you  should  be  able  to  understand  the  differences  between  a short  story  and 
a novel,  understand  and  discuss  the  various  elements  of  a story  and  be  able  to  use  them  in  your  own 
story  writing,  and  look  at  a story  critically  in  order  to  understand  the  author’s  purpose  in  writing  the 
story. 
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Activity  1 : The  Stuff  of  Novels 


If  asked  to  name  one  difference  between  a 
novel  and  a short  story,  most  people  would 
probably  say,  “A  novel’s  longer.”  But  there 
are  other  differences.  Think  about,  or  in  a 
small  group  discuss,  some  of  the  differences 
between  a novel  and  a short  story.  You  may 
find  that  brainstorming  or  clustering  are 
useful  techniques  that  help  you  to  quickly 
record  your  ideas. 


1 . In  your  notebook,  list  in  point  form  the 
ways  in  which  a short  story  differs  from 
a novel. 

You  may  find  it  useful  to  draw  the  following  chart  in  your  notebook.  Make  the  boxes  large 
enough  so  that  you  can  write  your  responses  in  them. 


Short  Story 

Novel 

Compare  your  chart  with  the  one  in  the  Appendix,  Section  1 : Activity  1 . 


There  are  many  different  types  of  novels  that  you  can  read.  Look  at  the  following  examples.  Which 
types  have  you  read? 


Example:  Jason  and 
Chad  go  looking  for 
buried  treasure. 


Example:  Jennifer  is  in 
love  with  Ryan  but  Cari 
is  trying  to  steal  him 
away. 


Speculative,  or 
Science  Fiction, 


Example:  Creatures 
from  the  planet  Ooblik 
are  trying  to  pass 
unnoticed  among 
earthlings. 


(fanta 

m 

rx  ' - 

Example:  Amanda 
spends  boring  study 
periods  visiting  the 
magic  world  of 
Fantasia. 


Section  1:  Understanding  Novels 
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Example:  Frank 
Findem,  hard-boiled 
private  investigator,  is 
hired  by  a mysterious 
stranger  to  look  for  a 
beautiful  missing 
person. 


Mi 


Example:  Two 
brothers  find 
themselves  on 
opposing  sides  in  a 
war. 


Example:  Ashley 
mixes  the  chemicals 
incorrectly  and  her 
project  for  the  science 
fair  takes  a hideous 
turn. 


Most  novels  fall  easily  into  one  of  the  seven  categories  that  have  been  mentioned.  Others  can  easily 
combine  two  or  three  types  in  one  story.  For  example,  a novel  about  the  legendary  murderer  Jack  the 
Ripper  might  be  a horror  story,  set  in  Victorian  England  (historical)  which  follows  the  efforts  of  the 
police  (detective)  to  find  the  killer. 

All  seven  types  of  novels  mentioned  so  far  have  one  thing  in  common:  they  attempt  to  entertain  the 
reader.  But  there  is  another  type  of  novel  that  tries  to  do  more.  The  realistic  novel  tries  to  teach  the 
reader  something  about  life.  The  realistic  novel  tries  to  show  life  as  it  is.  Its  characters  are  typical 
people  engaged  in  real-life  activities.  Since  readers  can  relate  to  the  characters,  they  can  learn  things 
from  the  experiences  that  the  characters  have.  Of  course,  it  is  certainly  possible  to  combine  elements 
of  fantasy  or  science  fiction  or  horror  with  realistic  characters  and  situations.  It  is  up  to  you  to  decide 
what  type  or  types  of  novel  you  are  reading. 


In  Module  3, 
Section  3 you 
learned  that 
readers  have 
attitudes  and 
preferences  that 
affect  their 
choice  of 
literature. 


JOURNAL 

In  your  journal  respond  to  the  following  ideas. 


Which  type  of  novel  do  you  prefer  reading?  Why?  What  makes  this  type  preferable  to  other 
types?  What  type  of  novel  would  you  avoid  reading  and  why? 


Turn  to  page  144  in  Overdrive  to  the  short  story  “Day 
of  Truce.” 


You  may  read  the  story  “Day  of  Truce”  in  one  of  two 
ways.  You  can  read  the  story  from  beginning  to  end 
and  then  complete  all  of  the  questions  that  deal  with 
the  story.  Or  you  may  stop  at  the  end  of  each  of  the 
story’s  four  sections  and  answer  the  questions  dealing 
with  the  section  that  you  have  just  read. 
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Write  your  answers  in  the  form  of  complete  sentences.  To  properly  answer  some  of  the  questions,  you 
will  be  required  to  respond  in  a short,  well- written  paragraph. 

Before  you  begin  reading  “Day  of  Truce,”  try  to  predict  what  the  story  may  be  about.  What  is  a 
truce?  What  events  or  situations  do  you  associate  with  the  word  truce ? What  images  come  to  mind 
when  you  think  of  the  title?  Discuss  your  ideas  with  a partner. 

Read  the  first  section  in  the  story  “Day  of  Truce.” 

2.  Who  are  the  Punks? 

3.  Who  are  the  “others”  that  Max  was  thinking  about,  those  who  “cower  indoors”  and  have  “long 
since  surrendered”? 

4.  What  is  Oak  Manor  and  how  did  it  get  its  name?  Why  does  this  name  no  longer  suit  Oak  Manor? 

5.  What  is  the  day  of  truce?  Who  are  the  participants? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  1 : Activity  1 . 

At  the  end  of  the  first  section  of  the  story,  it  is  clear  that  Max  is  more  than  just  a security  guard 
working  for  Mr.  Crawford.  Max  describes  himself  as  a fighter.  It  is  his  job  to  protect  Mr.  Crawford 
and  his  house  and  yard  from  the  Punks.  Mr.  Crawford’s  property  is  called  “the  Crawford  stronghold.” 
The  yard  is  surrounded  by  an  electric  fence  that  has  barbed  wire  along  the  top.  There  is  a strong  gate 
at  the  entrance  and  the  exterior  of  the  house  has  been  fortified  to  withstand  fire  and  bullets.  The 
reader  learns  that  there  were  other  strongholds  in  Oak  Manor  but  that  the  Crawford  stronghold  is  the 
last  surviving  one.  The  others  have  been  destroyed  by  the  Punks. 


Section  1:  Understanding  Novels 
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What  unanswered  questions  about  the  story  do  you  have  at  this  point?  Write  these  questions  down 
and  try  to  find  answers  as  you  read  further.  Discuss  your  questions  with  a partner  or  in  a small  group. 
Do  other  readers  have  the  same  questions?  What  do  you  predict  will  happen  next? 

Now  read  the  second  section  of  the  story  “Day  of  Truce.” 

6.  In  this  section  of  the  story  it  is  made  clear  who  the  Punks  are.  Who  are  they? 

7.  How  have  the  Punks  changed  Oak  Manor?  Why? 

8.  Why  is  there  a conflict  between  the  Punks  and  the  Crawfords?  Is  there  something  that  the 
Crawfords  could  do  to  resolve  this  conflict? 

9.  Something  unusual  will  happen  at  this  year’s  Truce  Day.  What  information  has  Max  received? 

10.  Is  the  situation  in  Oak  Manor  unique?  Do  other  neighbourhoods  have  Punks,  too? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  1:  Activity  1. 

At  this  point  in  the  story,  the  reader  learns  the  history  of  the 
conflict  in  Oak  Manor.  Over  a period  of  many  years,  disputes 
between  homeowners  and  neighbourhood  children  have 
escalated  into  a terrible  feud.  Oak  Manor,  like  other  similar 
neighbourhoods,  has  become  a war  zone.  The  Punks  seem  to 
have  taken  over  the  neighbourhood,  except  for  the  Crawford 
stronghold.  The  Punks  seem  more  determined  than  ever  to 
destroy  the  Crawford  stronghold.  They  plan  to  violate  the 
annual  twenty-four  hour  truce  by  planting  a bomb.  Max  thinks 
it  might  be  planted  at  the  roots  of  the  Crawfords’  oak  tree. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  section  of  the  story,  you  probably  had 
several  unanswered  questions.  Were  some  of  these  questions 
answered  in  the  second  section?  What  other  questions  do  you 
now  have  about  the  story?  What  unanswered  questions  does 
your  partner  have?  Perhaps  some  of  these  questions  will  be  answered  in  the  third  section  of  the  story. 


Read  the  third  section  of  the  story  “Day  of  Truce.” 

1 1 . What  is  the  attitude  of  the  police  concerning  the  Punks  and  the  dispute  between  them  and  the 
Crawfords? 

12.  Why  didn’t  Max  look  for  the  bomb  while  the  Punks  were  in  the  Crawford  stronghold?  Why 
didn’t  he  try  to  prevent  them  from  planting  the  bomb  in  the  first  place? 

13.  Planting  the  bomb  during  the  truce  shows  that  the  conflict  is  getting  even  more  intense.  The  few 
rules  that  were  being  followed  in  the  past  are  being  ignored.  What  other  sign  is  there  that  the 
conflict  is  becoming  more  ruthless  and  more  personal? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  1 : Activity  1 . 
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By  the  end  of  the  third  section  of  the  story,  it  is  clear  that  the  feud  is  escalating.  The  rules  governing 
the  feud  are  starting  to  be  ignored.  The  police  do  not  seem  able  to  end  the  conflict  and  do  not  realize 
how  dangerous  the  situation  is.  The  Crawfords  and  Max  and  all  of  the  other  stronghold  owners  have 
no  faith  in  the  police.  The  Punks  have  planted  a bomb  that  will  destroy  a section  of  the  fence,  and 
Max  realizes  that  the  bomb  can’t  be  removed  or  defused.  Max  knows  that  he  will  have  to  create  a 
second  line  of  defence,  but  there  is  very  little  time.  He  knows  that  the  bomb  will  probably  go  off  just 
after  midnight,  just  after  the  day  of  truce  is  over.  Max  contacts  one  of  the  nearby  strongholds  and 
makes  arrangements  for  someone  to  deliver  something  within  an  hour.  What  could  it  be?  What  sort 
of  a defence  is  Max  planning? 

At  this  point,  you  have  probably  found  answers  to  many  of  the  questions  about  the  story  that  you  had 
earlier.  If  you  are  like  most  readers,  you  likely  have  just  as  many  new  questions  that  you  want  to  have 
answered.  What  is  Max  up  to?  How  will  this  story  end?  What  are  your  predictions?  What  does  your 
partner  think  will  happen? 

There  is  only  one  way  to  know  for  certain  how  this  story  ends;  read  the  last  section. 

14.  While  he  is  waiting  for  the  delivery  from  the  other  stronghold.  Max  goes  to  work  protecting  the 
perimeter  of  the  Crawford  stronghold.  Describe  the  precautions  that  Max  takes  to  reinforce  the 
section  of  fence  that  will  be  smashed  when  the  oak  tree  falls  on  it. 

15.  What  is  the  trap  that  Max  has  set  for  the  Punks? 

16.  Why  is  Max’s  plan  a gamble? 

17.  One  of  the  most  terrible  confrontations  of  the  feud  between  the  Punks  and  the  Crawford 
stronghold  is  about  to  take  place.  Who  do  you  think  will  win? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  1:  Activity  1. 


JOURNAL  ^ 

In  your  journal  respond  to  the  following  ideas. 


response  to  the  story  “Day  of  Truce.”  Do  you  think  that  a 
he  story  could  ever  develop  in  Canada?  Are  there  similar 
feel  that  such  a situation  could  happen  in  your  community, 
ne  to  prevent  it  from  developing? 


Section  1:  Understanding  Novels 
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Think  about,  or  in  a group  discuss,  the  following  question. 

18.  Which  of  the  eight  types  of  novels  does  the  story  fit?  Which  types  does  it  definitely  not  fit? 
Give  reasons  for  your  choices. 


a. 

adventure 

e. 

detective 

b. 

romance 

f. 

historical 

c. 

speculative  or  science  fiction 

g- 

horror 

d. 

fantasy 

h. 

realistic 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  1 : Activity  1. 

There  will  be  more  questions  dealing  with  the  story  “Day  of  Truce”  in  the  following  activities. 


Activity  2:  Setting  and  Mood 


Setting:  the  time, 
place,  and 
situation  in  a 
work  of  fiction 

In  Modules  1 and 
3,  you  learned 
that  the  details 
provided  by  the 
writer  make  the 
story  more 
authentic  and 
help  readers 
visualize  the 
scenes  in  the 
story. 


Setting  is  the  time  and  place  of  a story.  Every  story  has  a setting. 
Authors  usually  establish  the  setting  near  the  beginning  of  a novel 
or  short  story  so  that  readers  have  some  idea  where  and  when 
the  story  takes  place.  Authors  convey  setting  by  using 
specific  details.  They  probably  won’t  tell  you,  “This  story 
takes  place  on  a quiet  street;”  but  they  will  convey  this  fact 
with  their  choice  of  words.  For  example: 


The  noon  bell  on  the  clock  tower  began  to  peal  as  I walked 
along  the  hot,  quiet  street  in  the  town  where  my  aunt  lived. 
Summer  holidays  had  arrived  and  I was  looking  forward  to 
spending  an  entire  Saturday  in  the  town  pool  when  suddenly 
I heard  someone  call,  “Help,  help  me!” 


Setting 

Time 

Place 

• noon,  Saturday,  summer  holidays 
(end  of  June,  beginning  of  July) 

• quiet  street  in  town  where  aunt 
lives 

1 . a.  What  is  the  time  setting  at  the  beginning  of  the  story  “Day  of  Truce”? 
b.  What  is  the  place  setting  for  “Day  of  Truce”? 
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Mood:  the 
overall  feeling 
produced  in  the 
reader  or  viewer 
by  a piece  of 
literature  or 
piece  of  visual 
communication 


Just  as  important  as  the  establishment  of  setting  is  the  creation  of  mood,  A 
mood  is  the  frame  of  mind  or  the  feeling  that  authors  create  with  their  words 
in  the  reader’s  mind.  Think  of  music:  a heavy  drum  beat  can  energize  the 
listener;  a violin  can  create  a peaceful  and  relaxed  mood. 

Think  about,  or  in  a group  discuss,  the  following  question.  Then  in  point  form 
record  your  responses  in  your  notebook. 


2.  Suppose  you  were  writing  each  of  the  following  types  of  novels.  Describe  a particular  mood  that 
each  type  of  novel  tries  to  create. 


a.  adventure  b.  romance  c.  horror 

3.  a.  In  one  or  two  complete  sentences  describe  the  mood  at  the  beginning  of  the  story  “Day  of 
Truce.” 

b.  List  words  and  phrases  that  the  author  uses  to  help  create  this  mood. 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  1 : Activity  2. 


Activity  3:  Plot  and  Conflict 


Plot:  the 
sequence  of 
actions  in  a 
story;  the  events 
that  occur 


Plot  is  simply  the  what  happens  part  of  a story.  A diagram  for  a plot  would  generally  consist  of  the 
following  parts: 


Section  1 : Understanding  Novels 


11 


Antecedent 
action:  in 
literature,  the 
events  that  took 
place  before  the 
beginning  of  the 
story 


Initial  incident: 

in  literature,  the 
first  important 
event  that  begins 
the  story 
Climax:  the 
most  exciting 
point  in  a story, 
the  turning  point 


Rising  action: 

the  series  of 
events  that  builds 
excitement 
toward  the  most 
dramatic  point  in 
a story,  the 
climax 

Conflict:  the 
struggle  between 
the  main 

character  and  an 
opposing  force 


The  introduction  gives  the  antecedent  action,  setting,  characters,  and  mood.  The  antecedent  action  is 
any  event  that  has  taken  place  before  the  story  begins.  Antecedent  means  to  come  before.  For 
example,  your  grandparents  and  parents  are  your  antecedents. 


1 . List  three  examples  of  antecedent  action  in  the  story  “Day  of  Truce.” 


The  action  in  a story  usually  begins  after 
the  introduction,  with  the  first  happening; 
that  is,  the  incident  that  gets  the  story 
going.  This  is  called  the  initial  (meaning 
first)  incident. 

The  climax  is  the  highest  point  of  interest 
or  excitement  in  the  story.  It  occurs  at  the 
point  where  there  is  a solution  to  the 
problem  that  was  started  by  the  initial 
incident.  The  situation  is  resolved  one  way 
or  another  at  the  point  of  climax.  “Day  of 
Truce”  is  an  interesting  story  in  that  it  ends 
right  before  the  point  of  climax.  It  allows 
you,  the  reader,  to  make  up  your  own 
climax  to  the  story. 


JOURNAL 

In  your  journal  respond  to  the  following  ideas. 


Write  your  own  climax  to  the  stoiy  “Day  of  Truce”  What  do  you  think  will  happen  at 
midnight  when  the  day  of  truce  ends? 


The  rising  action  is  all  the  action  that  occurs  between  the  initial  incident  and  the  climax.  It 
is  said  to  rise  because  there  is  an  increase  in  feelings  of  suspense,  excitement,  and 
anticipation  on  the  part  of  the  reader. 

2.  List  five  examples  of  rising  action  in  the  story  “Day  of  Truce.” 

Writers  construct  their  stories  so  that  there  is  usually  some  tension  between 
two  opposing  sides.  This  tension,  which  fuels  the  rising  action,  is 
called  conflict.  The  conflict  in  a story  may  be  physical  (external)  or 
mental  (internal)  and  may  involve  individuals  or  groups. 

Readers  can  expect  to  find  three  types  of  conflict  in  literature: 

• person  against  person 

• person  against  self 

• person  against  environment 


In  a person-against-person  conflict,  one  or  more  of  the  other  characters  threaten  to  harm  the  main 
character  or  try  to  prevent  the  main  character  from  reaching  his  or  her  goal. 
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In  a person-against-self  conflict,  the  main  character  may  be  straggling  with  a difficult  moral  problem 
and  have  to  decide  what  is  the  right  course  of  action.  The  conflict  tests  the  character’s  values, 
principles,  attitudes,  and  beliefs.  The  main  character  may  also  be  straggling  to  overcome  fear  or 
self-doubt. 

In  a person-against-environment  conflict,  the  main  character  is  straggling  against  elements  in  his  or 
her  surroundings.  The  conflict  can  be  with  a force  of  nature  such  as  the  weather,  difficult  terrain,  or 
animals.  It  can  be  with  some  other  factor  or  barrier  in  the  character’s  environment  including  such 
things  as  locked  doors,  rales  and  laws,  and  the  values  of  society. 

3.  Who  or  what  is  in  conflict  in  “Day  of  Trace”? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  1 : Activity  3. 


Activity  4:  Characters 


You  can  tell  what  a character  is  like  by  his  or 
her  words,  thoughts,  and  actions.  You  can 
also  tell  what  the  character  is  like  by  what 
the  author  says  and  by  what  other 
characters  say  about  the  character. 


Look  carefully  at  the  husband  and  wife  in  the  Hi  & Lois  cartoon.  What  clues  are  there  in  the  way  that 
the  characters  are  drawn  or  in  what  they  say  that  reveal  something  about  their  personality  and  attitude 
toward  the  situation  in  the  cartoon? 


1 King  Features  Syndicate  for  the  Hi  & Lois  cartoon  strip  by  Dik  Browne.  Reprinted  with  special  permission  of  King  Features 
Syndicate. 
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1 . In  your  notebook,  draw  the  chart  that  follows.  Make  the  boxes  large  enough  so  that  you  can  write 
your  responses  in  them.  Write  words  that  describe  the  character  traits  and  attitudes  of  the 
husband  and  wife.  Then  indicate  whether  each  trait  or  attitude  is  revealed  by  what  they  say  or  by 
how  they  act. 


Character 

Character  traits  and 
attitudes 

How  each  trait  or 
attitude  is  revealed 

Husband 

Wife 

2.  Now  describe  the  characters  in  “Day  of  Truce.”  You  may  again  draw  a chart  in  your 
notebook  or  you  can  write  your  response  in  the  form  of  a short  paragraph.  The  choice  is 
yours. 


Character 

Description 

How  it  is  revealed 

Max 

Stony 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  1 : Activity  4. 


I’m  rich!  I’ll 
never  have  to 
work  again  as 
long  as  I live! 


There’s  one  born 
every  minute. 
When  I’m  through 
with  him,  I’ll 
never  have  to  work 
again  as  long  as  I live! 


Protagonist:  the 
main  character 
in  a story 

Antagonist:  the 
principal 
opponent  of  the 
protagonist 


In  every  story,  there  is  a protagonist  and  an  antagonist. 

The  protagonist  (there  is  sometimes  more  than  one)  is  the  central  character  in  a story.  The  protagonist 
has  a goal  that  he  or  she  is  trying  to  reach.  The  antagonist  is  the  person  or  thing  that  is  trying  to  keep 
the  protagonist  from  reaching  his  or  her  goal.  The  antagonist  could  be  another  person,  a dangerous 
animal,  an  act  of  nature,  or  even  the  protagonist’s  conscience. 
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3.  Who  is  the  protagonist  and  who  or  what  is  the  antagonist  in  each 

of  the  following  situations? 

a.  Betty  and  Sue  leave  their  acreage  and  drive  off  for  school. 
They  come  to  a bridge.  A recent  flood  has  washed  the  bridge 
away. 

b.  Jason  doesn’t  sign  up  for  basketball  tryouts  because  he 
doesn’t  want  to  risk  the  humiliation  of  being  cut. 

c.  An  immigrant  student  arrives  at  a new  school.  One  of  the 
other  students  taunts  him,  telling  him  to  “go  back  where  you 
came  from.”  Other  students  join  the  taunting. 


4.  Who  is  the  protagonist  and  who  is  the  antagonist  in  “Day  of  Truce”? 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  1 : Activity  4. 


Activity  5:  Point  of  View  and  Content 

■'  ■ , . ' ' 

Point  of  View 

fT 


\A 


The  way  that  a person  views  a scene  or  event  depends  on  three  factors: 

• the  scene  or  event  itself 

• the  person’s  location  in  relation  to  the  scene 

• what  the  person  reads  into  the  scene  he  or  she  is  viewing 


A/f\AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA/ 


Geraldine  and  Kermit  arrive  punctually  at  the  arranged  meeting  place  to  begin  their  blind  date.  For  some  reason  they  both  believe  they 
have  been  stood  up. 
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Squalid:  filthy 
or  degraded 
because  of 
poverty  or 
neglect 


The  nature  of  the  scene  itself  is  a determining  factor  in  how  it  is  viewed.  The  scene  or  event  might  be 
predominantly  beautiful,  ugly,  squalid,  or  serene. 

4 


1 . What  dominant  impression  does  each  of  the  following  convey?  The  first  one  has  been  done  to 
serve  as  an  example. 

a.  a garbage  dump:  pUU,  dmck,  dtimAen,  c.  the  Northern  Lights 

b.  a wheatfield  in  the  middle  of  a summer  drought  d.  a sunset  in  Hawaii 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  1 : Activity  5. 


You  have  already 
learned  about 
point  of  view  in 
Modules  2 and  3. 


The  point  of  view  is  the  angle  the  author  uses  to  tell  the  story.  It  tells  the  reader  where  the  author  is 
when  he  or  she  tells  the  story.  Just  as  photographers  must  pick  the  best  place  to  set  up  their  cameras, 
writers  must  choose  the  most  suitable  spots  from  which  to  view  the  scenes  or  events  they  write  about. 


Physical  point  of 
view:  the 
position  in  time 
and  space  from 
which  a writer 
views  and 
describes  a scene 


The  place  where  they  stand  when  they  take  their  picture  is  the  physical  point  of  view.  It  can  be 
stationary  or  changing,  so  long  as  the  reader  is  kept  informed. 

What  writers  are  able  to  see  in  their  stories  depends  on  their  point  of  view.  For  example,  a scene 
viewed  from  a distance  looks  quite  different  from  the  same  scene  viewed  up  close,  as  you  can  see  in 
the  following  pictures. 
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Omniscient  point 
of  view:  a type 
of  narration  in 
which  the  reader 
is  told  by  the 
narrator 
everything  that 
the  characters 
say,  do,  and  think 

Limited 

omniscient  point 
of  view:  a type 
of  narration  in 
which  the  reader 
is  told  by  the 
narrator 
everything  that 
one  of  the 
characters  says, 
does,  and  thinks 

First-person 
point  of  view:  a 
type  of  narration 
in  which  a 
character  tells 
his  or  her  own 
story  using  the 
words  I and  we 


In  “Day  of  Truce,”  the  narrator  seems  to  be  standing  beside  Max  through  the  whole  story.  He  knows 
what  Max  says  and  hears  and  sees.  He  even  knows  what  Max  is  thinking.  But  there  are  limits  to  his 
point  of  view. 

2.  Like  Max,  what  is  the  narrator  unable  to  see  or  know? 

Generally,  authors  will  tell  a story  from  one  of  three  points  of  view:  first  person,  omniscient,  or 
limited  omniscient. 

Omniscient:  In  this  point  of  view  the  writer  tells  the  story  in  the  third  person,  using  he,  she,  they,  or 
the  name  of  the  person  the  author  is  describing.  The  author  is  all-knowing,  all-seeing;  the  omniscient 
narrator  can  tell  the  reader  everything  the  characters  say,  do,  and  think  in  the  course  of  the  story,  but 
the  omniscient  narrator  does  not  participate  in  the  story. 

Limited  Omniscient:  This  point  of  view  is  the  same  as  omniscient  with  one  important  exception: 
the  narrator  is  limited  to  only  one  character’s  mind  and  knows  only  those  things  that  the  one  character 
knows.  The  limited  omniscient  point  of  view  is  used  in  the  story  “Day  of  Truce.” 

First  Person:  Here  the  author  uses  one  of  the  characters  to  tell  the  story,  using  I or  me.  The  reader 
knows  only  those  things  that  the  character  knows  and  is  willing  to  tell  about  himself  or  herself.  This 
point  of  view  is  often  seen  as  being  more  true-to-life,  because  it  gives  the  reader  a chance  to  walk  in 
the  character’s  shoes  and  see  everything  through  the  character’s  eyes. 

3.  In  the  following  examples,  the  same  event  is  viewed  from  three  different  points  of  view.  For 
each  example,  state  which  point  of  view  is  being  used. 

As  Jerry  ran  past  the  crowd  for  the  final  lap, 
Jim  thought  that  he  had  never  seen  his  friend 
look  so  determined,  so  sure  of  success. 
Nothing,  no  one,  was  going  to  take  the  prize 
from  Jerry  this  time. 

I would  keep  going,  no  matter  what.  The 
ankle  would  just  have  to  hold.  One  lap  to  go; 
nothing  could  stop  me  now! 

He  passed  the  grandstand,  his  pace  as  strong 
as  ever,  with  not  one  sign  of  letting  up.  The 
crowd,  feeling  his  determination,  cheered  him 
wildly  on  his  way. 


WESTFILE  INC. 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  1 : Activity  5. 
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Finally,  the  way  in  which  a person  views  a scene  can  also  be  affected  by  a person’s  reading  (or 
interpretation)  of  events.  For  example,  look  at  the  picture  below.  What  animal  do  you  see? 


Some  people  see  a duck.  Others  see  a rabbit.  It  all  depends  on  how  you  look  at  it. 
The  same  is  true  in  the  following  picture. 


One  person  sees  violence;  the  other  sees  harmless  fun.  People  bring  their  own  backgrounds  to 
everything  that  they  see  or  hear.  Suppose,  for  example,  that  you  never  learned  to  swim.  The  mere  sight 
of  a swimming  pool  might  fill  you  with  dread,  while  your  friend  would  look  forward  to  hours  of  fun  and 
relaxation.  Or,  have  you  ever  watched  a movie  and  enjoyed  it,  while  your  friend  hated  it?  The  point  is, 
that  even  when  people  have  the  same  physical  point  of  view,  their  attitudes  toward  the  scene  will  not  be 
exactly  the  same,  simply  because  no  two  people  are  exactly  the  same. 

f=  JOURNAL  

In  your  journal  respond  to  the  following  ideas. 


Most  nursery  rhymes  ate  told  from  the  point  of  view  of  an  omniscient  narrator.  Choose  a 
nursery  rhyme  and  retell  the  events  from  the  first-person  point  of  view  of  one  of  the  characters 
in  the  story.  How  will  the  story  be  changed  by  the  new  narrator’s  different  reading  of  events? 
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Content 


So  far  you  have  looked  at  many  of  the  elements  that  make  up  a story.  But  a good  story  is  much  more 
than  the  sum  of  its  elements.  A good  structure  can  help  a writer  present  a story  to  best  effect,  but  no 
structure  can  help  a story  that  isn’t  worth  telling.  A story  that  is  worth  telling  should  make  you  think 
about  what  you  value  in  life,  and  what  you  can  do  to  make  life  better,  both  for  yourself  and  for  others. 


Look  again  at  “Day  of  Truce”  on  page  144  in  Overdrive.  Do  you  really  think  that  society  is  heading 
in  the  direction  that  the  story  suggests?  Look  at  Max’s  comment  about  neighbourliness: 

“. . . neighbourliness  means  that  you  let  people  overrun  you.  Neighbourliness  means  you  give  up 
your  right  to  live  your  life  the  way  you  want  to  live  it.”  Such  a comment  forces  readers  to  examine 
their  own  thoughts  about  neighbourliness. 


JOURNAL 


In  your  journal  respond  to  the  following  ideas. 


y to  Max  in  defence  of  the  idea  of  being  neighbourly?  Why  is  it  better  to 
stead  of  unneighbourly? 


No  one  would  want  to  live  in  a society  like  the  one  described  in  “Day  of 
Truce.”  No  matter  who  wins  at  the  end  - Stony  or  Max  - both  sides  are 
still  losers.  Such  a story  may  make  you  think  about  ways  to  prevent  such  a 
dismal  situation  from  ever  happening. 
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Do  you  have  trouble  reading  an  entire  novel?  Do  you  find  that  you  read  a page  and  then  can’t 
remember  what  you’ve  read?  The  following  tips  should  help  you  to  retain  more  of  the  content  of 
what  you  read. 


Tips  to  Improve  Your  Understanding  of  Content 


Begin  by  looking  at  the  cover  of  the  novel.  Think  about  the  title  and  look  carefully  at  the  artwork 
on  the  cover.  What  predictions  about  the  story  can  you  make  based  on  the  cover  alone? 


Write  down  each  character’s  name  as  you  come  to  it,  along  with  a few  details  to  help  you 
remember  the  character  (such  as  appearance  or  type  of  job). 


Summarize  to  yourself  what  you  have  read  after  each  chapter.  Make  point  form  notes  or  talk 
into  a tape  recorder.  What  have  you  learned  aout  the  characters?  What  is  happening  in  the 
story?  Then,  think  of  three  or  four  questions  that  you  would  like  to  see  answered  in  the  next 
chapter.  Make  predictions.  What  do  you  think  will  happen  next?  What  would  you  like  to  see 
happen? 


As  you  read,  try  to  connect  what  you  are  reading  to  what  you  have  read  in  a previous  chapter. 
If  a character  lies  in  one  chapter,  it  helps  to  remember  that  he  also  lied  in  a previous  chapter; 
such  connections  can  lead  to  important  questions  - Why  does  he  lie  so  much?  - that  further 
reading  should  answer. 


The  purpose  of  these  tips  is  to  try  to  make  you  a more  active  reader.  In  other  words,  don’t  just  sit 
back  and  let  the  words  wash  over  you.  Think  about  what  you  are  reading  while  you  are  reading. 
Challenge  the  author  to  answer  your  questions,  and  don’t  give  up  on  the  story  until  you  have  your 
answers. 
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Follow-up  Activities 


If  you  found  the  activities  difficult,  you  should  complete  the  Extra  Help.  If  you  understand  the 
concepts  clearly,  you  should  complete  the  Enrichment. 


Extra  Help 

This  Extra  Help  Activity  will  help  you  to  learn  or  review  four  important  literary  concepts  that  have 
been  dealt  with  in  this  section. 

Setting 

Setting  is  a fairly  straightfoward  concept.  It  is  where  and  when  the  story  takes  place  and  under  what 
set  of  circumstances.  For  example,  a story  might  take  place  in  France  (where),  in  1942  (when), 
during  the  Nazi  occupation  (under  what  set  of  circumstances). 

Mood 

Every  situation  or  setting  has  a certain  feeling  or  mood.  In  movies  this  feeling 
is  created  by  background  music,  lighting,  and  sometimes  the  actors’ 
performances.  For  example,  a horror  movie  could  have  a mood  of 
foreboding  enhanced  by  dim  lighting,  eerie  music,  and  tense  acting.  By 
contrast,  a comedy  is  likely  to  have  a light-hearted,  comic,  or  romantic 
mood  that’s  created  by  bright  lighting,  cheerful  music,  and  slapstick 
performances. 

Point  of  View 

Point  of  view  is  the  way  a story  is  told  - from  which  (o 
whose)  perspective.  Often  it  is  referred  to  as  the  narrat 
point  of  view.  You’ve  already  been  introduced  to  three 
types  of  points  of  view,  so  what  follows  will  just  fill  in 
more  detail. 

First-Person  Point  of  View 

A story  written  from  the  first-person  point  of  view  is  told  by  one  of  the  characters  who  refers  to 
himself  or  herself  as  /.  Here’s  an  example: 

I sat  down  at  my  desk  beside  Siu-Lan,  who  smiled  briefly  at  me  as  she  does  every  morning.  I wondered 
why  she  did  that  each  morning  without  fail.  Opening  my  binder,  I peered  at  my  homework,  or  what  was 
supposed  to  be  my  homework.  The  pages  were  blank.  Of  course.  At  the  front  of  the  room,  I heard 
Mr.  Spillios  say,  “Hand  in  your  homework  now.”  Of  course. 
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Limited  Omniscient  Point  of  View 

With  the  limited  (or  selective)  omniscient  point  of  view,  a story  is  told  by  an  outside  narrator  who  is 
restricted  to  revealing  observations,  thoughts,  and  feelings  of  only  one  of  the  characters,  usually 
referred  to  as  he  or  she.  Here’s  the  same  example,  this  time  told  from  the  limited  omniscient  point  of 
view: 

Joe  sat  down  at  his  desk  beside  Siu-Lan,  who  smiled  briefly  at  him.  She  wondered  why  he  always  looked 
so  sad.  Today  he  looked  especially  sad.  Not  returning  her  smile,  he  ducked  his  head  into  his  binder.  She 
almost  asked  him  if  he’d  done  his  homework,  but  then  Mr.  Spillios  asked  the  class  to  hand  in  the 
assignment.  Glancing  at  Joe,  she  saw  his  face  turn  pale,  and  she  knew  he  hadn’t  done  his  work  again. 

Note  that  the  writer  can  see  only  Siu-Lan’ s thoughts. 


Omniscient  Point  of  View 

A story  with  the  omniscient  point  of  view  is  told  by  an  outside  all-knowing  narrator  who  can  tell  you 
the  internal  thoughts  or  feelings  of  any  character.  Here’s  a final  version  of  the  example,  told  by  an 
omniscient  narrator: 

Joe  sat  down  at  his  desk  beside  Siu-Lan,  who  smiled  briefly  at  him.  He  wondered  why  she  did  that  every 
morning  without  fail.  Giving  a small  sigh,  he  opened  his  binder.  Siu-Lan  glanced  at  him,  seeing  the 
sadness  still  in  his  face.  He  had  been  sad  for  so  long,  she  didn’t  know  if  he  would  ever  smile  at  her  again. 
Suddenly  Mr.  Spillios  asked  the  class  to  hand  in  their  homework.  Joe  winced.  He’d  forgotten  to  do  it 
again. 

The  narrator  enters  both  Siu-Lan  and  Joe’s  minds  to  reveal  what  they’re  thinking. 
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Conflict 

A successful  story  must  have  interesting  characters  - real-life 
individuals  who  want  something  and  are  striving  to  get  it. 

But  in  order  to  maintain  the  audience’s  interest  through 
to  the  end  of  the  story  there  must  be  a problem,  or 
conflict.  Conflict  is  the  stmggle  between  the  main 
character  and  an  opposing  force.  Without  conflict,  the 
main  character  would  get  whatever  he  or  she  wanted, 
right  away,  without  any  effort.  Of  course,  the  story 
might  end  up  being  much  shorter,  but  would  you  really 
want  to  read  something  so  predictable? 

In  this  section  you  were  introduced  to  the  three  types  of 
conflict  that  the  main  character,  or  protagonist,  must  deal 
with.  Conflict  occurs  when  an  obstacle  prevents  a character 
from  achieving  his  or  her  goal.  The  following  chart 
summarizes  the  conflicts. 


In  stories  or  in  films  there  are  three  main  types  of  conflict: 


Main  Character 
Against 


People 


Himself  or  Herself 


The  main  character  is  a 
tennis  player  pitted 
against  another  tennis 
player  who  everyone 
feels  is  unbeatable. 


Environment 


The  main  character  is 
attempting  a difficult 
mountain  climb  in  bad 
weather. 


A child  feels  guilty  about 
stealing  some  candy  and 
wants  to  tell  his  mother, 
but  hesitates. 


Section  1:  Understanding  Novels 
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Now  read  the  following  introductory  section  of  a short  story. 

The  Final 


Sharply  at  four,  Devon  and  the  other  seven  runners  were  ushered  slowly  and  solemnly,  like  men  about 
to  be  executed,  out  of  the  dressing  room  toward  the  starting  blocks.  The  afternoon  shadows  were 
lengthening,  pointing  the  way  toward  the  finish  line. 


He  had  prepared  himself  for  the  noise  of  the  crowd,  but  what  he  heard  in  the 
middle  of  that  great  stadium  made  his  mouth  go  dry  - silence.  A cold,  eerie 
hush  had  fallen  over  the  Olympic  Stadium;  the  only  sound  was  the  slight 
rustling  of  the  flags  above  the  Olympic  flame.  The  people  he  could  see 
appeared  frozen,  faces  tensed,  bodies  hunched  forward  in  concentration.  It 
was  as  if  80  000  people  were  holding  their  breath  for  the  starter’s  pistol. 


“Take  your  marks.” 

He  could  feel  their  eyes  weighing  him  down,  slowing  his  muscles.  Easy  now, 
he  told  himself,  you’ve  done  it  all  before.  Just  one  more  race,  that’s  all. 

“Set.” 

He’d  made  it  this  far.  The  final  eight.  A hundred  metres.  Just  getting  here  was 
enough,  and  yet . . . If  you  get  a good  start,  he  thought.  Get  a good  start. . . Just  one 
good. . . NOW! 

The  gun  went  off  and  the  stadium  let  out  its  breath  in  one  continuous  roar. 

1 . What  details  give  you  the  setting  (time  and  place)  of  the  story? 

2.  Describe  the  mood  of  the  story  before  the  gun  goes  off. 


3.  What  is  the  point  of  view  of  the  story? 

4.  Describe  the  conflict  that  is  taking  place  or  is  about  to  take  place. 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  1 : Extra  Help. 


Enrichment 

1 . Read  the  introduction  to  the  story  “The  Final”  located  in  the  Extra  Help.  Add  another  paragraph 
to  this  story  in  which  you  follow  the  rising  action  of  this  story  to  its  climax. 

2.  Create  a short  story  in  cartoon  form.  If  you  don’t  feel  very  artistic,  you  can  also  write  your  own 
story.  In  creating  your  story  or  cartoon,  try  to  ensure  that  it 

• has  one  setting  and  one  incident 

• conveys  a mood 

• has  a plot  and  a conflict  that  is  resolved  in  some  way 


You  may  choose  any  point  of  view  that  you  like. 
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3.  You  are  the  “Mood  Doctor,”  the  hottest  disc  jockey  on  radio.  Your  job  is  to  put  together 

segments  of  music  and  sound  that  will  create  certain  moods  in  the  minds  of  your  listeners.  What 
sort  of  mood  would  you  like  to  create  in  the  minds  of  your  listeners  today?  What  setting  should 
they  be  in  to  best  appreciate  what  they  hear?  Write  down  the  mood  and  the  setting  and  then 
select  the  right  mix  of  music,  sounds,  and  even  your  own  voice  that  will  help  to  create  that 
magical  mood  in  your  listeners’  minds. 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  1 : Enrichment. 

Conclusion 

By  the  end  of  this  section  you  should  be  able  to  identify  the  setting,  mood,  antecedent  action,  initial 
incident,  rising  action,  climax,  conflict,  and  point  of  view  of  any  work  of  literature  you  read. 


Section  1 Assignment:  Understanding  Novels 

Review  the  Evaluation  information  found  in  the  introductory  pages  of  this  module. 

It  is  important  to  number  and  clearly  identify  each  page  with  the  following  information  at  the  top: 

English  23  - Module  4 Section  1 Assignment  Page  # Name  and  ID  # 

Be  sure  to  write  legibly.  Leave  a wide  left  margin  and  number  all  of  your  pages. 

1 . Review  the  journal  entries  that  you  wrote  in  this  section.  Choose  the  entry  that  you  like  best  and 
are  willing  to  share.  Revise,  edit,  and  proofread  this  journal  entry.  Before  you  begin  writing  your 
polished  journal  entry,  indicate  the  page  number  of  the  topic  on  which  it  is  based.  (5  marks) 


Section  1:  Understanding  Novels 
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2.  In  Section  1,  you  studied  the  characteristics  of  a short  story.  Now  it  is  your  turn  to  write  your 
own  short  story.  You  have  a choice  in  this  assignment.  (15  marks) 

First  option:  If  you  want,  you  can  write  a story  based  on  the  following  details: 

• Setting:  school  hallway,  afternoon 

• Mood:  tense,  expectant 

• Characters:  Larry,  a popular  student  who  is  prejudiced  against  black  people;  Josh,  a shy 
student  who  is  black;  and  a third  character  created  by  you 

• Conflict:  person  against  person 

• Situation:  Larry  and  the  third  character  are  walking  down  the  hallway.  Josh  is  walking 
toward  them.  Larry  decides  to  do  something  mean  to  Josh. 

• Point  of  View:  First-person  point  of  view  (you  become  one  of  the  characters) 

• Purpose  of  story:  to  explore  how  people  feel  about  and  react  to  acts  of  prejudice  and 
discrimination  that  are  directed  at  them 

Second  option:  You  also  have  the  option  of  creating  your  own  story  as  long  as  it  deals  with  the 
subject  of  prejudice. 

Try  to  write  a story  that  holds  the  reader’s  interest  from  beginning  to  end.  Don’t,  for  example, 
spend  too  long  getting  to  the  initial  incident  or  your  reader  may  lose  interest.  And  don’t  spend 
too  many  words  describing  setting  and  characters  or,  again,  the  reader  may  lose  interest  in  the 
story  you  have  to  tell.  Finally,  remember  to  give  your  story  a title. 

Your  story  will  be  marked  according  to  the  following  guidelines: 

Content  (8  marks):  Do  you  make  the  details  of  your  story  interesting  to  the  reader?  Do  you 
create  a setting,  peopled  by  believable  characters?  Is  your  purpose  in  writing  the  story  apparent 
to  the  reader?  Is  your  title  appropriate  to  the  content  of  the  story? 

Organization  (4  marks):  Does  your  story  have  a beginning,  middle,  and  end?  Is  each  section 
given  appropriate  weight?  Does  your  story  flow  logically,  or  is  the  reader  left  confused? 

Correctness  (3  marks):  Do  you  pay  sufficient  attention  to  spelling,  punctuation,  word  usage,  and 
proper  sentence  structure? 
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OF  MICE  AND  MEN 


In  this  section,  you  will  read  and  study  Of  Mice  and  Men,  a novel  about  ordinary  people  struggling  to 
clear  a path  for  themselves  in  life.  The  characters  match  their  dignity  against  the  pain  of  loneliness  as 
they  strive  to  find  their  place  in  the  world,  a place  where  they  can  feel  at  home  and  be  true  to 
themselves. 


By  the  end  of  this  section  you  should  be  able  to  understand  and  appreciate  that 


• some  people  share  a special  bond  between  them;  others  have  no  special  bonds 

• loners  are  such  by  choice  or  by  circumstance 

• dreams  can  fuel  a person’s  life,  but  they  can  also  remain  unfulfilled 

• sacrifices  are  often  acts  of  love 


The  emphasis  in  this  section  is  on  reading  for  interest  and  enjoyment.  You  will  find  that  you  will 
write  in  your  journal  a great  deal  in  this  section.  Because  of  this,  you  will  be  asked  to  submit  two  of 
your  journal  entries  as  part  of  the  assignment  at  the  end  of  the  section.  Some  of  the  journal  ideas  will 
ask  you  to  write  about  your  responses  to  characters  and  events  in  the  novel;  others  will  ask  you  to 
relate  incidents  in  the  novel  to  incidents  in  your  own  life.  Throughout  the  section,  you  will  be 
encouraged  to  connect  the  story  to  your  own  views  and  experiences. 


Section  2:  Of  Mice  and  Men 
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Activity  1 : Getting  into  the  Novel 


Of  Mice  and.  Men  raises  many  interesting  questions  for  you  to 
think  about  while  you  are  reading.  For  example,  what’s  the 
difference  between  a friendship  and  other  types  of 
relationships? 


How  important  is  friendship?  Can  you  be  happy  without 
friends?  What  sorts  of  things  do  friends  do  for  each  other? 
Which  quality  is  most  important  in  a friendship:  honesty, 
loyalty,  dependability,  or  trust?  What  is  happiness?  Which 
things  make  life  happier  and  more  worth  living:  friendship, 
freedom,  respect,  money,  love,  health?  Is  there  ever  a time 
when  life  is  not  worth  living? 


Some  of  your  questions  could  spark  some  interesting 
discussions. 


Armin:  What  does  it  mean  when  people  say  they  want  to  find  their  dreams? 

Teacher:  They’re  talking  about  the  goals  they  hope  to  achieve  in  life.  Everyone’s  dreams  are 

different.  One  person  may  want  to  be  a pro  hockey  player,  another  may  want  to  be  an 
actor,  and  another  may  simply  want  to  be  happy. 

Krista:  I read  somewhere  that  Of  Mice  and  Men  brings  up  the  topic  of  euthanasia.  What  is 

that  exactly? 

Teacher:  Euthanasia  is  a painless  killing,  which  is  intended  to  end  an  animal’s  or  a person’s 
suffering.  Euthanasia  is  a controversial  topic,  and  raises  other  difficult  questions. 

Paul:  You  mean  like  who  decides  when  a person’s  suffering  should  be  ended? 

Suzanne:  Or  whether  anyone  has  the  right  to  end  another  person’s  life? 

Teacher:  That’s  right.  What  are  your  opinions? 
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Of  Mice  and  Men  is  also  a story  about  responsibility  and  sacrifice.  What  are  your  responsibilities  to 
your  fellow  human  beings?  What  sacrifices  should  you  be  prepared  to  make? 


I’m  a parent.  My  main  responsibility  is  to  provide  for  my 
family  and  ensure  their  well-being.  I might  sacrifice 
buying  things  I need  for  myself  in  order  that  my  family  is 
well-fed  and  well-housed. 


I am  a medical  doctor.  I am  responsible  for  my 
patients’  well-being.  I might  sacrifice  time  with 
my  own  family  if  my  patients  need  my  help. 


I’ve  been  married  for  thirty-one  years.  My  wife 
was  paralyzed  in  a car  accident  two  years  ago. 
I’m  responsible  for  all  of  her  needs.  I sacrifice 
my  energy  and  time  for  her,  so  that  she  is  well 
looked  after.  I love  her  - how  could  I not  put 
her  needs  before  mine? 


You  are  a student.  What  are  your  responsibilities?  What  sacrifices  do  you  make? 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  in  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  1. 


Before  you  start  reading  the  novel,  you  should  read  the  following  information  about  the  author  of  Of 
Mice  and  Men,  John  Steinbeck.  This  information  may  help  you  to  better  understand  what  you  are 
reading. 


John  Steinbeck  (1902-1968)  was  bom  in  Salinas,  California.  Most 
writers  write  about  what  they  know,  and  Steinbeck  is  no  different. 
Most  of  his  novels,  including  Of  Mice  and  Men,  are  set  in 
California;  many  of  his  characters  are  based  on  people  he  met  in  his 
travels.  He  often  wrote  about  people  who  have  a hard  time  fitting 
into  society:  the  poor,  the  uneducated,  and  the  rebellious.  In  all  of 
his  work,  he  shows  compassion  for  the  underdog.  This  may  be 
because  he  himself  knew  years  of  failure  in  a variety  of  occupations 
before  establishing  himself  as  one  of  the  world’s  outstanding 
writers.  His  best-known  novels  are  The  Grapes  of  Wrath,  Cannery 
Row,  East  of  Eden,  and  Of  Mice  and  Men.  All  of  these  novels  have 
been  made  into  films,  which  are  available  on  videocassette. 


Section  2:  Of  Mice  and  Men 
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Now  that  you  have  been  given  some  background  information,  read  Of  Mice  and  Men.  You  may  want 
to  read  the  novel  first  and  then  do  the  following  activities,  or  you  may  want  to  combine  the  activities 
with  your  reading.  It’s  up  to  you. 

Keep  your  journal  handy,  so  that  you  can  jot  down  your  questions,  predictions,  and  any  thoughts  or 
ideas  that  come  to  mind  that  you’d  like  to  explore  later. 


Activity  2:  The  Bonds  of  Friendship 


Friends  form  special  bonds.  There  are  expectations  in  a friendship,  things  one  would  expect  a friend 
to  feel  or  do. 

1 . List  some  expectations  you  have  of  your  friends  that  they  would  also  have  of  you. 

Friends  can  develop  strong  feelings  - both  positive  and  negative  - toward  each  other.  You  have  had 
the  opportunity  to  be  involved  in  friendships  and  to  observe  friendships  around  you. 

2.  Think  about,  or  in  a small  group  discuss,  some  of  the  ways  you  have  seen  friends  behave  toward 
each  other  to  express  their  feelings.  Then  write  your  ideas  into  your  notebook.  Use  complete 
sentences. 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  2. 

In  Of  Mice  and  Men , there  are  few  bonds  between  the  characters.  Men  such  as  Slim,  Candy,  Crooks, 
and  Carlson  are  loners  who  interact  with  each  other  simply  because  their  work  brings  them  together. 
People  who  should  be  close,  such  as  Curley  and  his  father,  or  Curley  and  his  wife,  seem  to  have  no 
bond  at  all  between  them. 

Only  George  and  Lennie  seem  to  share  a real  friendship.  In  one  of  their  dialogues  near  the  end  of  the 
first  chapter,  Lennie  states  his  idea  of  what  their  relationship  means. 
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3.  What  do  you  think  George  feels  are  the  expectations  placed  upon  him  because  of  Lennie? 


If  you  take  a close  look  at  your  friends,  you  will  probably  agree  that  they  all  have  different 
personalities.  Each  one  has  qualities  that  are  likeable  and  that  make  him  or  her  pleasant  to  be  with. 
Each  friend,  however,  probably  also  has  a quality  that  is  not  so  attractive  and  that  makes  him  or  her 
unpleasant  to  be  around  at  times. 


JOURNAL 

In  your  journal  respond  to  the  following  ideas. 


rtion  of  one  of  your  friends.  Consider  the  qualities  that  you  find  attracti  ve  and 
>u  find  unattractive  in  your  friend.  Give  some  examples  that  show  how  your 
3s  influence  his  or  her  behaviour.  Would  you  say  that  you  or  your  friend 
fom  the  friendship? 
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4.  In  a realistic  novel  like  Of  Mice  and  Men , characters  have  attractive  and  unattractive  qualities.  In 
your  notebook,  draw  the  chart  that  follows.  Make  the  boxes  large  enough  so  that  your  responses 
will  fit.  List  two  attractive  and  two  unattractive  qualities  for  each  of  the  major  characters  listed. 
For  each  of  the  minor  characters,  list  one  positive  and  one  negative  quality. 


Major  Characters 

Positive  Qualities 

Negative  Qualities 

George 

Lennie 

Slim 

Candy 

Curley 

Minor  Characters 

Curley’s  Wife 

Carlson 

the  Boss 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  2. 


Section  2:  Of  Mice  and  Men 
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5.  From  chapter  1 , list  three  or  four  clues  that  indicate  that  Lennie  has  a mental  disability. 


Simile:  a 
comparison 
between  two 
unlike  things 
using  the  words 
like  or  as 
The  following 
sentences 
contain  similes: 
He  was  white  as 
a sheet.  She 
sang  like  a bird. 


6.  Instead  of  simply  stating  that  Lennie  is  mentally  disabled,  John  Steinbeck  uses  similes 
comparing  Lennie  to  various  living  things  that  are  less  intelligent  than  an  average  adult  human 
being.  List  at  least  two  such  similes  from  chapter  1 . 

7.  Is  Lennie  aware  that  his  physical  strength  can  put  him  and  others  into  danger?  Provide  an 
example  from  the  novel  that  supports  your  opinion. 


Have  you  ever  said  unkind,  angry  words  to  someone  you  love  or  like?  Have  you  ever  been 
deliberately  mean  to  them?  It  is  often  said  that  “we  hurt  those  we  love  most.”  At  times  George’s 
attitude  toward  Lennie  is  unkind,  even  mean.  At  other  times,  it  is  the  opposite. 


JOURNAL 

In  your  journal  respond  to  the  following  ideas. 


George  really  feels  toward  Lennie.  It  is  obvious  that  Lennie  needs  George, 
orge  need  Lennie?  Wouldn’t  he  be  better  off  without  him? 


Loneliness 

Apart  from  their  work,  most  of  the  other  characters  in  Of  Mice  and  Men  share 
only  one  thing  - their  loneliness. 

8.  In  Of  Mice  and  Men , what  facts  about  the  farm,  the  job,  and  the  lives  of 
the  workers  reinforce  the  idea  of  loneliness? 

Many  of  the  characters  are  alone  by  choice  - but  others  have  loneliness 
forced  on  them.  Many  works  of  literature  deal  with  feelings  of  prejudice  and 
acts  of  discrimination  - the  deliberate  building  of  barriers  between  people. 

Three  works  that  you  have  read  so  far  in  this  course  that  deal  with  prejudice,  intolerance,  and 
discrimination  are  “Peer  Group  Prosecution,”  “Day  of  Truce,”  and  “Boys  and  Girls.”  In  Of  Mice  and 
Men  the  effects  of  prejudice  can  be  seen  in  the  character  of  Crooks.  He  is  the  victim  of  racial 
discrimination.  Because  he  is  black,  he  is  forced  to  live  apart. 

9.  In  chapter  4,  Crooks’  room  is  described.  What  does  the  description  tell  you  about  him? 

10.  How  does  he  deal  with  his  loneliness? 

1 1 . Candy  and  Curley’s  wife  also  experience  prejudice.  Why  are  these  two  characters  set  apart  by 
the  others? 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  2. 
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JOURNAL 


In  your  journal  respond  to  the  following  ideas. 


Apart 
were  r< 
behavi 
In  you 
brief  s 


y’s  wife,  all  of  the  characters  in  the  novel  are  male.  Suppose  the  same  story 
: only  female  characters,  Would  there  be  any  differences  in  the  attitudes  and 
haracters?  Would  there  be  as  much  violence  or  discrimination  or  loneliness? 
you  can  either  describe  the  differences  or  you  can  show  them  by  rewriting  a 
the  novel. 


Understanding  Character 

In  Section  1,  you  learned  to  base  your 
understanding  of  a character  on  the  description 
of  the  character,  what  the  character  says  or  does, 
and  what  other  characters  say  about  the 
character. 

For  example,  consider  the  ways  in  which  the 
characters  of  Curley  and  his  wife  are  conveyed 
to  the  reader. 

1 2.  What  does  Candy  say  about  Curley’s  wife? 

13.  What  things  does  she  do  that  tell  you  she  is  very  lonely? 

14.  Curley  is  both  lonely  and  insecure.  How  does  he  express  these  feelings? 

15.  Half-way  through  the  second  chapter,  Candy  helps  the  reader  to  understand  why  Curley  dislikes 
Lennie.  What  does  he  say  about  Curley?  Quote  the  lines. 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  2. 

Perhaps  the  most  positive  character  in  the  book  is  Slim.  He  is  almost  a role-model  for  the  other  men, 
particularly  when  compared  to  characters  who  act  as  leaders,  such  as  the  Boss  and  Curley. 

Think  about,  or  in  a group  discuss,  the  following  questions  before  writing  your  responses  into  your 
notebook. 

16.  Compare  the  qualities  of  Slim  and  the  Boss.  Why  would  most  people  rather  work  for  Slim  than 
for  the  Boss?  Write  your  response  using  several  complete  sentences. 

17.  “Never  you  mind,”  said  Slim.  “A  guy  got  to  sometimes.”  How  does  this  quotation  at  the  end  of 
the  novel  show  Slim’s  deep  understanding  of  the  relationship  between  George  and  Lennie? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  2. 
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JOURNAL 

In  your  journal  respond  to  the  following  ideas. 


1 own  your  own  business.  (You  decide  the  type  of  business.) 

» and  must  supervise  your  own  employees.  What  sort  of  boss 
to  be?  What  sort  of  bond  would  you  want  to  create  with  your 
w would  you  Want  them  to  view  you?  What  sort  of  goals  would 
iployees  to  help  you  achieve?  You  might  want  to  write  your 
orm  of  a pep-talk  to  your  employees.  , 


Activity  3:  Dreams  - The  Search  for  Meaning  in  Life 


What  are  you  going  to  do  with  your  life? 


( " \ 

It’s  all  set.  I plan  to  finish  school,  travel  a 

bit,  and  then  go  to  NAIT  to  study 
engineering. 

J 


— 

I don’t  know  what  I want  to  do.  All  of 
my  friends  have  big  plans,  but  I don’t 
want  the  same  things  they  want.  Still, 
I can’t  seem  to  make  up  my  mind. 
What’s  wrong  with  me? 

V 


There  is  nothing  wrong  with  the  previous  speaker.  Everyone  has  different  wants  and  needs  that  lead 
to  different  paths  in  life.  You  have  to  choose  a goal  or  follow  a dream  that  makes  sense  to 
you  - regardless  of  what  others  think. 

1 . In  Of  Mice  and  Men , George  seems  to  have  two  dreams  for  himself. 

a.  Describe  his  dream  when  he  is  angry  with  Lennie. 

b.  Describe  his  dream  when  he  is  more  calm  and  thoughtful. 
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Generally,  a dream  or  goal  should  be  realistic  if  a person  is  to  have  any  hope  of  achieving  it.  Consider 
the  following  example. 

A grade  10  student  tells  her  friends  that  she  will  buy  a brand  new  car  before  she  graduates.  Although 
she’s  had  her  part-time  job  for  almost  a year,  she  has  virtually  no  money  saved  up  because  she  likes  to 
spend  it  on  clothes,  make-up,  ski  trips,  concerts,  and  going  out  with  friends.  If  she  were  to  save  every 
penny  that  she  earns  between  now  and  graduation,  she  probably  could  buy  one  of  the  least  expensive 
models  on  the  market  - provided  that  the  price  does  not  go  up  by  the  time  she  is  ready  to  buy.  There 
may,  however,  not  be  enough  money  left  over  for  insurance. 

How  realistic  is  the  goal  that  she  has  set  for  herself? 

2.  Give  reasons  why  George’s  dream,  at  first,  seems  unrealistic. 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  3. 


JOURNAL 

In  your  journal  respond  to  the  following  ideas. 


achieved  something  after  someone  had  warned  you  that  your 
aat  was  the  goal?  Why  did  the  person  think  it  was  unrealistic 
ireeing  with  the  person?  How  did  you  manage  to  overcome  c 
>al? 


3.  Lennie  has  a dream  that  is  connected  to  George’s  dream.  What  is  it? 

4.  When  Candy  offers  to  become  partners  in  the  farm,  the  dream  suddenly  becomes  possible.  Why 
do  you  think  that  Candy,  a mere  acquaintance,  would  suddenly  offer  George  all  his  savings  to 
help  buy  a farm? 
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5.  Think  about,  or  in  a group  discuss,  other  examples  in  which  one  person’s  highly  unrealistic 
dream  has  been  realized  with  the  help  of  others  who  have  been  inspired  by  the  person’s 
enthusiasm  for  the  dream.  List  your  examples  in  your  notebook. 

6.  Even  Crooks,  a man  who  has  become  too  bitter  to  ever  again  believe  in  hopes,  is  stirred  by 
George’s  dream.  He  sees  the  possibility  of  a life  in  which  he  will  be  judged  for  his  actions,  not 
his  skin  colour.  But  his  enthusiasm  is  short-lived.  Who  brings  him  back  to  reality  and  how? 


JOURNAL 


In  your  journal  respond  to  the  following  ideas. 


rs  seem  to  be  people  who  make  it  their  business  to  discourage  other  people’s 
^ people  are  only  too  happy  to  tell  you  that  your  idea  will  never  work  and  should 
Why  do  you  think  people  behave  this  way? 


7.  Surprisingly,  even  Curley’s  wife  has  a dream,  but  hers  is  a dream  of  the  past,  not  the  future.  It 
produces  bitterness  in  her  when  she  thinks  of  the  life  she  believes  that  she  could  have  had.  Any 
life  she  can  make  for  herself  now  seems  pale  by  comparison.  She  seems  to  have  no  future. 
What  was  her  dream  and  why  did  it  fail,  according  to  her? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  3. 


George  and  Lennie  are  good  men  at 
heart.  Their  dream  is  possible,  and 
they  deserve  happiness,  but  it  is  not  to 
be.  If  life  is  often  described  as  tragic,  it 
is  because  people  do  not  always  get 
what  they  deserve.  Some  obstacles  are 
too  great  to  overcome. 

8.  What  prevents  Lennie  and 
George  from  achieving  their 
dream? 


9.  What  does  George’s  response  to  Lennie’ s action  tell  you  about  his  belief  in  the  dream? 


F ore  shado  wing: 
providing  a hint 
about  events  that 
will  occur  later 
in  a story 


In  a novel,  the  author  often  gives  the  reader  hints  about  the  outcome  of  the  story.  Another  name  for 
these  hints  is  foreshadowing.  In  Of  Mice  and  Men,  George  becomes  more  and  more  convinced  that 
his  dream  of  buying  a farm  is  going  to  be  realized.  But  right  from  the  beginning  of  the  novel,  there 
are  hints  to  suggest  that  George’s  dream  will  not  have  a happy  ending. 

10.  In  a small  group  or  by  yourself,  look  through  the  first  two  chapters  of  the  novel  for  hints 

(examples  of  foreshadowing)  that  suggest  that  George’s  dream  will  not  be  achieved.  List  them 
in  your  notebook. 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  3. 
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The  Dreams  of  Mice  and  Men 

The  title,  Of  Mice  and  Men,  provides  insights  into  the  different  dreams 
that  are  not  realized  in  the  novel.  The  title  comes  from  a line  of  a poem  entitled 
“To  a Mouse”  by  the  Scottish  poet,  Robert  Bums,  whose  writing  focused  on  the 
strivings  and  difficulties  of  the  common  farming  people  among  whom  he  lived.  Their 
lives  may  not  have  been  great,  but  their  hearts  were  full  of  dreams. 

In  the  poem,  a mouse  builds  its  nest 
in  a field  and  prepares  for  winter, 
only  to  have  the  nest  turned  over  by 
a man  and  his  plow.  The  poet  tells 
us  that  no  matter  how  well  a man  or 
a mouse  plans  for  the  future,  their 
worlds  can  be  turned  upside-down  in 
a moment,  leaving  behind  feelings 
of  emptiness  and  despair. 

1 1 . Explain  how  the  idea  contained  in  the  poem  “To  a Mouse”  fits  the  idea  in  the  novel  Of  Mice  and 
Men. 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  in  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  3. 


JOURNAL  ======= 

In  your  journal  respond  to  the  following  ideas. 


What  is  your  dream  for  the  future,  and  what  plans  are  you  making  to  achieve  your  dream? 
What  obstacles  stand  in  your  way,  and  how  do  you  plan  to  overcome  those  obstacles? 


Activity  4:  Euthanasia  - Sacrifice  for  Others? 


Paralyzed  Woman  AsksJ^mirt  for  Right  to  Die 


[Wife 


Kills  Husband  Su 


tteringFrom  DUease 

Doctor  Helps  Patient  Die 


What  would  go  through  your  mind  if  you  had  to  watch  a loved  one  suffer  for  weeks  and  months  with 
a terminal  illness?  What  goes  through  a doctor’s  mind  when  he  or  she  is  asked  to  end  a patient’s 
suffering? 
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Read  the  following  articles  about  two  terminally-ill  patients.  As  you  read  the  articles,  ask  yourself  if 
you  would  have  acted  as  David  Lewis  acted  or  as  Michael  Rodemick  acted. 


Time  running  out  for  man  who  gave  the  gift  of  death 


KEN  MacQUEEN  ‘77/  put  a plastic  bag  over  my  head,  take 

Southam  News  some  pills,  and  I’ll  die  ” 

Vancouver  - David  Lewis 


Just  38  years  old,  David  Lewis  is  measuring 
out  the  rest  of  his  life  in  weeks. 

A stroke,  brain  tumors  and  other 
manifestations  of  the  AIDS  virus  have  left  him 
too  sick  and  frail  to  leave  home  most  days.  But  he 
kept  an  appointment  Wednesday  night,  at  great 
physical  and  emotional  cost. 

Lewis  had  one  last  thing  to  give  his  friends;  the 
gift  of  death. 

He  sat  at  the  front  of  a west-end  community 
hall  and  told  an  overflow  crowd  how  he  plans  to 
kill  himself. 

“I’ll  put  a plastic  bag  over  my  head,  take  some 
pills,  and  I’ll  die,”  he  told  almost  200  people. 
Some  were  elderly,  some  were  health  care 
workers;  some  were  ill  and  planning  their  own 
deaths. 

“There  is  no  hope.  There  is  no  choice.  I’m  not 
coming  back,”  Lewis  said  matter-of-factly. 

“I’m  going  to  go  to  a slow  dragging  death  over 
the  next  few  weeks,  is  what  I’m  told.  Until  I’m 
gaga.  Until  I’m  not  mentally  there.  Until, 
physically.  I’m  incontinent. 


“I  know  what’s  coming  up  for  me  in  the  future 
and  it’s  pretty  close.  I don’t  want  that.” 

Lewis,  a psychologist  and  a director  of  the 
Vancouver  Persons  With  AIDS  Society,  created 
an  international  controversy  in  June  by  admitting 
to  the  media  that  he  had  helped  eight  terminally- 
ill  friends  take  their  own  lives  with  prescription 
drugs. 

He  was  an  instant  celebrity.  Police  and  the 
Crown  attorney’s  office  considered  charging  him 
with  assisting  a suicide,  an  offence  punishable  by 
14  years  in  jail.  They  dropped  the  idea  because 
he  would  not  name  those  who  died. 

Lewis  had  the  virus  himself  at  the  time,  but  he 
was  still  robust  and  mobile.  Death  seemed  a 
distant  threat. 

He  poured  his  energy  into  planning  a seminar 
on  euthanasia,  working  with  members  of  the 
Oregon-based  Hemlock  Society,  an  organization 
that  promotes  the  right  of  terminally  ill  people  to 
commit  suicide. 

Lewis  was  struck  down  less  than  a month  ago.1 


Dying  man  chooses  life 


Atrebla  Weekly  News 

Fifty-three-y ear-old  Michael  Rodemick,  who  in 
March  made  a public  plea  for  a doctor  to 
anonymously  assist  him  in  euthanasia,  has 
changed  his  mind. 

Rodemick,  who  has  multiple  myeloma,  a form  of 
cancer  that  attacks  the  bones,  lives  in  constant 
pain  and  is  too  weak  to  commit  suicide  on  his 


own.  He  made  the  plea  when  doctors  told  him  he 
has  only  two  months  to  live. 

Rodemick  changed  his  mind  after  talking  with 
his  family.  He  now  hopes  to  live  long  enough  to 
attend  his  daughter’s  graduation  from  High 
School  in  June. 


1 Southam  News  for  the  article  “Time  running  out  for  man  who  gave  the  gift  of  death,”  by  Ken  MacQueen,  August  10,  1990.  Reprinted 
by  permission  of  Southam  News. 
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The  ending  of  a person’s  life  in  order  to  stop  that  person’s  terminal  suffering  is  called  euthanasia , or 
more  commonly,  “mercy-killing.”  Euthanasia  is  a controversial  topic.  For  many  people,  any 
hastening  of  a person’s  death  is  murder.  Other  people  disagree  and  point  to  the  person’s  quality  of 
life  as  a determining  factor  (for  example,  if  a person’s  life  is  reduced  to  total  physical  pain,  can  that 
life  be  said  to  have  any  quality  left  in  it?). 


In  Of  Mice  and  Men , Lennie’s  death  has  been  called  an  example  of 
mercy-killing.  At  first,  this  notion  seems  odd,  since  Lennie  is  healthy 
and  active,  and  full  of  optimism  about  his  farm  full  of  rabbits.  But 
George  regards  the  murder  as  mercy-killing,  and  Slim  agrees  with  him: 
“ ‘Never  you  mind,’  said  Slim,  ‘A  guy  got  to  sometimes.’  ” 


In  order  to  understand  their  reasoning,  you  have  to  look  at  the  other 
deaths  in  the  novel,  since  they  serve  to  foreshadow  the  final  scene. 


1 . The  first  death  is  Lennie’ s killing  of  the  mouse.  What  does  this 
event  tell  you  about  Lennie? 


2.  Another  killing  is  the  shooting  of  Candy’s  dog.  Why  does  Candy 
give  in  and  allow  his  dog  to  be  shot? 


Candy  must  wrestle  with  his  feelings  of 
moral  responsibility.  The  dog  is  his, 
completely  dependent  on  him.  It  is  Candy’s  responsibility  to  decide 
what  is  right  and  what  is  wrong  for  his  dog,  just  as  George  must  decide 
what  is  right  and  what  is  wrong  for  Lennie. 


But  Lennie  has  no  such  feelings  when  he  kills  his  new  puppy. 
What  is  his  reaction  to  the  puppy’s  death? 


3. 


Candy  is  troubled  by  the  fact  that  he  let  Carlson,  a cold,  uncaring 
person,  shoot  his  dog.  What  does  he  later  realize  that  he  should 
have  done  instead  of  letting  Carlson  kill  his  dog? 


4. 


Candy  allows  his  dog  to  be  killed  because  of  his  feelings  of 
compassion  and  mercy.  Slim  also  feels  compassion  and  mercy 
for  the  potential  suffering  of  the  puppies.  Rather  than  watch  them 
starve  slowly,  he  takes  responsibility  and  ends  their  suffering 
quickly  by  drowning  them. 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  In  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  4. 


5.  There  seems  to  be  only  one  thing  that  can  make  Lennie  truly  afraid.  What  is  it? 


JOURNAL 


In  your  journal  respond  to  the  following  ideas. 


wmmmmmm--  - 

: 

Reread  the  section  where  Lennie  kills  Curley’s  wife.  Suppose  that  you  are  Lennie’s  lawyer.  It 
is  your  job  to  convince  a court  that  Lennie  should  not  be  tried  for  murder  because  he  is 
incapable  of  understanding  either  his  actions  or  their  consequences. 
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6.  If  George  had  not  killed  Lennie,  what  do  you  think  would 
have  happened  to  Lennie? 

7.  Given  your  answer  to  the  previous  question,  and  given  what 
George  has  learned  from  the  scene  where  Candy’s  dog  is 
killed,  why  do  you  think  George  feels  he  must  kill  Lennie? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix, 
Section  2:  Activity  4. 

There  is  no  gain  for  George  in  Lennie’ s death.  If  Lennie  must 
die,  it  is  George’s  responsibility  as  his  friend  to  make  Lennie’ s 
last  moments  as  happy  and  unsuspecting  as  possible.  It  is  an  act 
of  responsibility  but  also  one  of  sacrifice;  in  killing  his  friend, 
George  kills  his  own  dream. 


= JOURNAL  m 

In  your  journal  respond  to  the  following  ideas. 


Suppose  Lennie’ s killing  of  Curley’s  wife  had  taken  place  today  somewhere  in  Alberta.  Do 
you  think  George’s  reasons  for  killing  Lennie  would  be  valid  today?  Are  conditions  today 
different?  Could  the  killing  still  be  called  an  act  of  responsibility?  Suppose  you  have  just 
encountered  George  on  his  way  to  kill  Lennie.  What  would  you  say  to  him? 
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Follow-up  Activities 


If  you  found  the  activities  difficult,  you  should  complete  the  Extra  Help.  If  you  understand  the 
concepts  clearly,  you  should  complete  the  Enrichment. 


Extra  Help 

This  Extra  Help  activity  will  enhance  your  understanding  of  the  novel  Of  Mice  and  Men.  The 
questions  will  help  you  to  explore  aspects  of  this  novel  that  you  may  have  missed  initially  or  to 
reinforce  ideas  presented  in  the  novel. 

Do  one  or  both  of  the  following  questions. 

1 . For  each  of  the  following  speeches,  write  the  name  of  the  speaker  and  explain  why  the  speech  is 
an  important  one. 

a.  “Ain’t  many  guys  travel  around  together.  I don’t  know  why.” 

b.  “An’  live  off  the  fatta  the  lan’,  an’  have  rabbits.” 

c.  “S’pose  I went  in  with  you  guys.  Tha’s  three  hunderd  an’  fifty  bucks  I’d  put  in.” 

d.  “You’re  nuts,  but  you’re  a kinda  nice  fella.  Jus’  like  a big  baby.” 

e.  “Well,  I can’t  stand  him  in  here.” 

f.  “I  know  he  done  it.  Why  - ever’ body  else  was  out  there  playin’  horseshoes.  I’m  gonna  get 
him.” 

g.  “With  us  it  ain’t  like  that.  We  got  a future.  We  got  somebody  to  talk  to  that  gives  a damn 
about  us.” 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Extra  Help. 

2.  People  may  face  loneliness  when  others  avoid  them  because  of  their  skin  colour,  religion,  sex, 
age,  size,  or  mental  ability.  The  people  who  avoid  them  for  these  reasons  are  guilty  of 
discrimination.  There  are  several  characters  in  the  novel  who  are  discriminated  against.  Give  a 
reason  why  each  of  the  following  characters  experiences  discrimination.  Also,  give  the  source  of 
the  discrimination  (either  a name  or  a group).  You  may  want  to  draw  the  following  chart  in  your 
notebook.  Make  the  boxes  large  enough  so  that  your  responses  will  fit  inside. 


Character 

Reason 

Source 

Lennie 

Candy 

Curley’s  Wife 

Crooks 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Extra  Help. 
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You  learned 
about  slang, 
clipped  words, 
and  colloquial 
words  in  Module 
2,  Section  2. 


/o  ° ° o\ 


Enrichment 

Do  one  or  more  of  the  following  questions. 

Since  John  Steinbeck  is  a realistic  writer,  he  tries  to  render  his  characters’  ways  of  speaking  as 
accurately  as  possible.  In  Of  Mice  and  Men , his  characters  are  ordinary  people;  therefore  their  speech 
is  a mixture  of  slang  and  colloquial  words  and  phrases. 

Study  the  following  sentences  that  have  been  taken  from  the  novel. 

“I  won’t  get  in  no  trouble,  George.  I ain’t  gonna  say  a word.” 

“Maybe  tomorra.  Le’s  wait  till  tomorra.” 

“Gosh,  she  was  purty.” 

“Gotta  bad  gut  ache.  Them. . . damn  turnips  give  it  to  me.  I knowed  they  was  going  to  before  I 
ever  eat  ’em.” 

“Well,  I wasn’t  hurtin’  ’em  none.  I jus’  had  mine  in  my  lap  pettin’  it.” 

“These  here  jail  baits  is  just  set  on  the  trigger  of  the  hoosegow.” 

Writers  choose  their  words  very  carefully  so  that  their  message  is  easy  to  understand.  Writers  of 
stories  are  also  careful  when  they  choose  the  words  that  their  characters  speak. 

Remember,  a character’s  choice  of  words  and  way  of  speaking  give  clues  to  the  reader  about  the 
character’s  background.  A character’s  speech  may  reveal  information  about  his  or  her  economic  and 
social  status,  and  indicate  the  character’s  level  of  education  and  sophistication. 

1 . Write  a short  story  or  dialogue  in  which  one  or  more  of  the  characters  use  slang  or  colloquialisms 
in  their  speech.  Try  to  make  the  characters  speak  in  a realistic  and  authentic  manner. 

For  comments  and  helpful  suggestions,  refer  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Enrichment. 


2.  If  you  have  a VCR,  rent  one  of  the  film  versions  of  Of  Mice  and 
Men.  See  how  closely  it  parallels  the  book.  If  a scene  from  the 
book  is  altered  or  omitted,  ask  yourself  why  the  change  was  made. 

Afterward,  do  a review  of  the  movie,  either  orally  on  cassette  or  in 
writing.  Explain  what  you  like  best  and  least  about  the  film. 
Would  you  say  the  film  was  faithful  to  the  feelings  and  ideas  of 
the  novel?  Overall,  would  you  recommend  this  film  to  other 
English  23  students?  How  many  stars  would  you  give  it? 
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3.  Of  Mice  and  Men  takes  place  during  the  1930s, 
a period  known  as  the  Great  Depression. 
Millions  of  people  were  unemployed,  and  there 
was  little  in  the  way  of  welfare  to  cushion  the 
shock  of  poverty.  Men  and  women  wandered 
from  town  to  town  in  search  of  work,  food,  and 
shelter. 

Today,  we  have  a similar  situation.  Many 
people  are  unemployed.  Some  are  collecting 
unemployment  insurance.  Others  are  on 
welfare.  Many  others  are  unemployed  and 
homeless.  Many  of  the  homeless  are  alcoholics 
and  drug  abusers,  mentally  ill,  or  runaways. 
There  are  also  people  who  don’t  fit  any  easy 
descriptions,  whose  daily  struggles  for  dignity 
provide  lessons  for  everyone  to  learn. 

Do  some  research  on  the  homeless  in  today’s 
society.  Try  to  find  answers  to  some  of  the 
following  questions: 


San  Francisco  Bread  Line,  1933.  OAKLAND  MUSEUM 


• Are  there  homeless  people  in  your  community? 

• What  sort  of  people  become  the  homeless? 

• Where  do  they  stay?  What  sort  of  possessions,  if  any,  do  they  have? 

• What  do  they  do  on  a daily  basis?  What  dreams  do  they  live  for? 

• Is  help  available  for  these  people?  What  kind?  Does  it  serve  any  purpose? 

You  may  want  to  ask  the  librarian  in  your  school  or  public  library  to  help  you.  Numerous  articles 
have  been  written  in  newspapers  and  magazines  about  the  topic.  You  may  want  to  interview 
people  from  such  helping  agencies  as  social  services,  the  United  Way,  or  your  local  food  bank. 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Enrichment. 


Conclusion 

In  this  section  you  read  the  novel  Of  Mice  and  Men.  In  the  relationship  of  George  and  Lennie  you 
saw  the  importance  of  maintaining  friendships  and  dreams  as  a defence  against  the  loneliness  of  life. 

You  also  realized  the  need  for  people  in  any  relationship  to  accept  responsibility  for  others  as  well  as 
for  themselves  - a responsibility  that  can  sometimes  lead  to  difficult  sacrifices. 

Once  you  have  completed  the  assignment  for  this  section,  you  will  be  ready  to  go  on  to  Section  3, 
where  you  will  examine  some  of  the  major  symbols  and  themes  in  Of  Mice  and  Men. 


Section  2:  Of  Mice  and  Men 
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Section  2 Assignment:  Of  Mice  and  Men 


Review  the  Evaluation  information  found  in  the  introductory  pages  of  this  module. 

It  is  important  to  number  and  clearly  identify  each  page  with  the  following  information  at  the  top: 


English  23  - Module  4 Section  2 Assignment  Page  # Name  and  ID  # 


Be  sure  to  write  legibly.  Leave  a wide  left  margin  and  number  all  of  your  pages. 

1 . Review  the  journal  entries  that  you  wrote  in  this  section.  Choose  two  entries  that  you  like  best 
and  are  willing  to  share.  Revise,  edit,  and  proofread  these  entries.  Before  you  begin  writing  your 
polished  entries,  indicate  the  page  number  of  the  topics  on  which  they  are  based.  (10  marks) 

2.  Develop  fully  in  paragraph  form  the  following  topics.  Make  sure  you  support  your  comments 
with  details  from  the  novel.  Each  paragraph  is  worth  ten  marks. 

a.  “Lennie  is  the  real  centre  of  the  novel.”  Select  two  incidents  in  the  novel  where  Lennie  is  the 
centre  of  the  novel  and  explain  why  the  incidents  are  important  to  the  novel. 

b.  Some  characters  show  suspicion  about  the  special  relationship  between  George  and  Lennie. 
Select  two  characters  who  are  suspicious,  describe  the  incident(s)  in  which  each  one  shows 
his  or  her  suspicion,  and  explain  why  each  character  is  suspicious. 

c.  Some  people  who  work  with  mentally  disabled  people  have  suggested  that  the  mentally 
disabled  have  a greater-than-average  need  for  affection.  Select  two  incidents  from  the  novel 
that  show  Lennie’ s need  for  affection,  and  explain  why  he  might  have  a greater-than-average 
need  for  affection. 

d.  Describe  what  you  have  learned  from  the  attitudes  and  behaviour  of  one  of  the  following 
characters:  Slim,  George,  or  Candy.  What  do  you  remember  most  about  the  character? 
Support  your  comments  with  details  from  the  novel. 

e.  Do  you  think  George’s  killing  of  Lennie  could  be  called  “justifiable  homicide”?  Why  or  why 
not? 

Each  paragraph  will  be  evaluated  according  to  the  following  guidelines: 

Content  (5  marks):  Do  you  deal  with  the  topic  in  your  paragraph?  Do  your  comments  show 
an  understanding  of  the  novel?  Do  you  support  some  of  your  comments  by  referring  to 
details  or  incidents  from  the  novel? 

Organization  (3  marks):  Does  your  paragraph  have  a topic  sentence  (a  sentence  that  sums 
up  the  main  idea  of  the  paragraph)  and  a concluding  sentence?  Is  the  information  in  the  body 
of  the  paragraph  arranged  clearly? 


Correctness  (2  marks):  Do  you  pay  sufficient  attention  to  spelling,  punctuation,  and  word 
usage? 
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People  spend  their  lives  making  sense  of  the  information  around  them.  Sometimes  the  information  is 
clear  and  easy  to  interpret  - like  the  message  conveyed  by  a traffic  sign.  Sometimes  there  seems  to  be 
too  much  information  and  people  are  overwhelmed.  Often  it  seems  that  there  is  not  enough 
information  available,  and  people  have  difficulty  deciding  how  to  interpret  the  confusing  bits  of 
information  that  they  have. 


At  other  times  a message  or  sign  that  on  the  surface  appears  to  have  just  one,  simple  meaning  actually 
has  a much  more  complex  meaning  or  even  more  than  one  meaning.  It  is  these  other  meanings  in 
literature  that  you  will  focus  on  in  this  section  - the  meanings  that  help  you  to  gain  a deeper 
understanding  of  life. 

In  this  section,  you  will  learn  the  term  symbol,  and  you  will  examine  some  of  the  symbols  in  the  novel 
you  have  read.  You  will  also  learn  about  theme,  and  again,  you  will  examine  how  the  term  applies  to 
the  novel  you  have  read. 


Section  3:  Symbols  and  Themes 
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Activity  1 : Another  Way  to  Say  Something 


PHOTO  SEARCH  LTD. 


Symbolism 


rr 


Symbol: 

something  that 
stands  for 
something  else 


A symbol  is  something  that  stands  for  something  else.  For  example,  the  cross  is  a symbol  of  the 
Christian  religion.  The  maple  leaf  and  the  beaver  are  symbols  of  Canada.  A handshake  is  a symbol 
of  friendliness,  a fist  one  of  anger. 
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Symbols  generally  have  more  than  one  layer  of  meaning.  At  one  level,  for  instance,  the  cross  simply 
represents  one  religion  among  many.  To  a devout  Christian,  however,  it  has  a much  deeper 
significance,  representing  a depth  of  feeling,  commitment,  and  faith.  A Nazi  swastika  at  one  level 
simply  represents  a political  party  in  power  in  Germany  from  1933  to  1945.  To  a German  Jew  at  that 
time,  however,  it  would  have  meant  persecution  and  dehumanization;  it  would  no  doubt  have  aroused 
feelings  of  terror,  hatred,  and  anger. 

Study  the  following  cluster  of  ideas  associated  with  the  swastika  that  was  done  by  a Grade  1 1 social 
studies  student. 
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Literary  symbol: 

any  character, 
object,  situation, 
action,  or  event 
that  has  a second 
meaning  in 
addition  to  its 
literal  meaning 
in  a work  of 
literature 
Literary  symbols 
are  used  to  help 
the  reader  gain  a 
better 

understanding  of 
the  message  that 
the  writer  wishes 
to  convey. 


It  is  this  complex  of  emotions  and  ideas  that  distinguishes  a symbol  from  a mere  sign.  A sign,  such  as 
a stop  sign  or  a figure  on  the  label  of  a piece  of  clothing  indicating  that  it  should  be  dry-cleaned, 
brings  to  mind  only  a single  meaning. 


Literary  Symbols 

A literary  symbol  is  a concrete  image  - an  object,  a person,  a situation,  an  action  - that  occurs  in  a 
piece  of  writing  and  that  is  meant  to  bring  to  mind  a cluster  of  ideas  and/or  emotions  in  the  reader.  It 
will  have  a literal  meaning  within  the  story,  but  it  suggests  other  meanings  as  well. 

In  the  story  “Boys  and  Girls,”  the  foxes  have  a symbolic  meaning.  They  symbolize  the  frustration, 
despair,  and  lack  of  control  that  the  girl  feels  in  the  story.  The  foxes  are  kept  in  cages.  The  girl  feels 
trapped,  caged  in  by  the  word  “girl.”  When  the  foxes  reach  a certain  age  and  maturity,  they  are  killed. 
When  the  girl  is  finally  old  enough  to  take  a greater  role  in  the  running  of  the  farm,  she  is  forced  into 
the  house  to  help  her  mother;  an  important  part  of  her  life  ends. 


Hunting  for  Symbols 

The  ability  to  recognize  and  interpret  literary  symbols  is  important  in  a perceptive  reader,  but  there  is 
a danger  in  learning  to  look  for  symbols.  Students  becoming  aware  of  literary  symbolism  often  go 
wild  in  their  hunt,  seeing  symbols  everywhere  - in  places  writers  never  intended  that  they  be. 
Remember,  most  details  in  a story  are  purely  literal;  don’t  try  to  turn  everything  into  a symbol.  It’s 
probably  better  to  miss  an  intended  symbol,  than  to  pervert  a story’s  meaning  by  seeing  symbols 
where  there  simply  aren’t  any. 

Here  are  three  hints  that  should  help  you  in  recognising  literary  symbols. 

• Literary  symbols  are  almost  always  repeated  and  emphasized 
throughout  a story.  If  a detail  is  referred  to  in  passing  or  is  not  stressed, 
probably  it  is  not  meant  to  symbolize  anything. 

• Since  a symbol  represents  a cluster  of  ideas,  it  may  be  hard  to  label 
precisely.  This  does  not  mean,  though,  that  it  represents  anything 
anyone  says  it  does;  its  possible  meanings  depend  on  the  context  in 
which  it  occurs. 


• A literary  symbol’s  meaning  occurs  in  the  story,  not  outside  it.  For 
example,  in  one  story  rain  may  symbolize  hope  and  life,  in  another 
death  and  destruction,  and  in  another,  nothing  at  all.  Don’t  bring  any 
preconceived  ideas  about  the  symbolic  meanings  of  things  into  a story 
you  read  (for  instance,  that  an  owl  symbolizes  wisdom);  let  the  story  tell 
you  what  something  symbolizes  in  that  piece  of  literature. 

In  some  works  of  literature,  symbolism  is  extremely  important;  when  readers  fail  to  recognize  the 
symbolism  in  the  literature,  they  may  find  that  they  are  unable  to  fully  understand  the  meaning  of  the 
work.  In  other  works  of  literature,  like  the  story  “Boys  and  Girls,”  symbols  add  depth  and  new 
dimensions  to  the  story,  but  they  are  not  vital  to  the  reader’s  understanding  of  the  work.  Other  literary 
works  contain  no  symbols  at  all;  everything  is  meant  to  be  taken  at  face  value. 
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You  learned 
about  mood  in 
Module  3. 


Symbolism  in  Of  Mice  and  Men 

Many  authors,  like  John  Steinbeck,  use  symbols  in  their  novels  and 
short  stories  to  help  the  reader  understand  some  of  the  ideas  that 
they  want  to  present. 

1 . There  are  several  symbols  in  the  novel  Of  Mice  and  Men. 

Look  at  the  setting  first.  The  novel  begins  and  ends  in  the  same 
place,  but  the  events  at  the  end  are  far  different  from  the  events 
at  the  beginning. 

a.  Describe  the  mood  or  feeling  of  the  scene  at  the  beginning 
and  the  scene  at  the  end. 

b.  Based  on  these  differences,  what  might  you  conclude  about 
the  setting? 


The  following  class  discussion  may  help  you  to  understand  some  of  the  symbols  in  Of  Mice  and  Men. 


Teacher:  What  other  symbols  did  you  find  in  the  novel  Of  Mice  and  Men ? 

Suzanne:  Animals  were  mentioned  quite  often.  There  were  always  animals  in  and  around  the 
deep  green  pool  of  water  where  the  story  begins  and  ends.  Animals  like  the  water 
snake,  the  heron,  rabbits,  and  mice  are  mentioned  several  times. 


Armin:  That’s  right.  And  because  we  know  that  things  that  have  a symbolic  meaning  are 

mentioned  several  times,  we  can  assume  that  at  least  a few  of  those  animals  are 
important  symbols.  But  which  ones? 

Teacher:  Any  ideas? 

Krista:  I’ve  been  thinking  about  the  title,  Of  Mice  and  Men.  There  are  supposed  to  be  clues 

about  a story  in  the  title,  right?  We  know  that  most  of  the  characters  in  the  story  are 
men.  It  makes  you  wonder  why  the  word  “mice”  is  in  there.  I’d  say  that  if  any  of  the 
animals  mentioned  is  symbolic,  then  mice  would  definitely  be  included. 

Teacher:  You’ve  got  a point  there.  What  would  mice  symbolize? 
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Maria: 

Let’s  brainstorm  some  ideas  about  mice.  That  might  be  a good  way  to  start.  I’ll  write 
down  the  ideas. 

Paul: 

Okay.  Mice  are  small,  gentle  animals. 

Suzanne: 

They  are  timid  and  easily  frightened. 

Raza: 

They  are  not  very  intelligent.  They  operate  largely  on  instinct. 

Maria: 

Let’s  summarize  some  of  our  ideas  about  mice.  They’re  small,  gentle,  timid,  easily 
frightened,  not  too  bright,  and  instinctive. 

Paul: 

You  know,  this  may  sound  dumb  . . . 

Teacher: 

What? 

Paul: 

Well,  that  description  kind  of  fits  Lennie,  don’t  you  think? 

Teacher: 

Yes,  you’re  right;  it  does. 

Krista: 

So  the  mice  are  symbolic  of  Lennie’s  life?  Okay,  1 can  see  that. 

Armin: 

How  is  knowing  that  mice  in  this  novel  are  symbols  supposed  to  help  the  reader 
understand  this  novel? 

Teacher: 

If  mice  are  symbolic  of  Lennie’s  life,  and  you  know  a lot  about  mice,  then  you  also 
know  a lot  more  about  Lennie  than  what  the  author  is  telling  you  directly. 

Armin: 

Oh,  now  1 get  it!  That’s  what  symbols  do!  That’s  very  clever. 

Maria: 

You  know,  Lennie  is  compared  to  other  animals  too.  At  the  beginning  of  the  novel  he 
is  compared  to  a bear  dragging  his  paws  as  he  walks.  His  hands  are  frequently 
referred  to  as  paws.  He  is  also  compared  to  a horse  when  he  drinks  water  from  the 
green  pool.  George  describes  him  as  being  as  strong  as  a bull. 

Paul: 

Yeah,  and  when  Curley  tries  to  pick  a fight  with  him,  Lennie  “bleated  with  terror.” 

When  1 read  that  passage,  the  image  of  a lamb  came  to  mind.  It  seemed  strange  to 
associate  a big,  powerful  man  like  Lennie  with  a lamb.  1 think  that’s  why  1 remembered 
it. 

Teacher: 

Why  do  you  think  that  Steinbeck  linked  Lennie’s  appearance,  actions,  and  qualities  to 
those  of  animals? 

Suzanne: 

Maybe  Lennie  has  more  in  common  with  animals  than  with  people. 

2.  There  are  other  symbols  in  the  novel  Of  Mice  and  Men.  Try  your  hand  at  interpreting  the 
following  symbols. 

a.  The  heron  is  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  the  novel  just  as  George  and  Lennie  come  to  the 
green  pool.  A few  pages  later,  just  before  Lennie  goes  to  get  firewood,  the  author  mentions 
that  a water  snake  slipped  along  on  the  pool.  The  heron  and  water  snake  are  mentioned  again 
at  the  beginning  of  the  last  chapter.  The  heron  stands  silently  and  eats  the  unsuspecting  little 
snake.  In  the  context  of  this  novel,  what  do  you  think  the  heron  and  the  snake  symbolize? 
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b.  Authors  include  only  those  details  that  in  some  way  add  to  the  message  that  they  want  to 
convey  to  the  reader.  Steinbeck  includes  details  about  Candy’s  dog.  Obviously,  there  is 
something  important  about  the  dog  and  its  death.  What  does  the  dog  symbolize? 

c.  What  does  George  and  Lennie’s  dream  of  one  day  owning  their  own  farm  symbolize? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  1. 


Maybe  I’m  looking  for  symbols  where  they  don’t  exist,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  Lennie’s 
last  name  may  have  a symbolic  meaning.  His  last  name  is  Small  and  many  of  his 
actions  remind  me  of  the  way  a small  child  acts.  He  is  very  child-like. 

You  know,  you’re  right.  Lennie  was  dependent  on  George  the  way  that  small  children 
are  dependent  on  their  parents. 

Yeah.  He  liked  to  pet  puppies  and  rabbits  and  touch  things. 

He  imitated  some  of  George’s  actions  and  often  repeated  what  George  said.  And  like 
a small  child,  Lennie  loved  to  hear  familiar  stories  told  time  and  time  again. 

Like  the  story  George  always  told  of  their  dream  farm,  the  place  that  they  were  going  to 
buy  in  the  future,  where  Lennie  would  tend  the  rabbits. 

All  of  those  things  reminded  me,  of  a small  child,  so  that’s  why  I thought  that  Lennie’s 
last  name  is  symbolic. 

Authors  often  choose  their  characters’  names  carefully.  Many  of  these  names  have  symbolic 
importance. 

3.  The  names  of  some  of  Steinbeck’s  characters  have  symbolic  significance. 

a.  George’s  last  name  is  Milton,  the  same  as  that  of  a famous  poet  who  believed  in  the 
possibility  of  a perfect  world.  How  is  George’s  last  name  appropriate? 

b.  How  does  Curley’s  name  suit  him? 


Raza: 

Krista: 

Armin: 

Suzanne: 

Paul: 

Raza: 
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c.  How  is  the  name  Crooks  appropriate? 

d.  Do  you  think  that  Slim’s  name  is  symbolic? 

e.  Is  there  any  significance  to  the  fact  that  Curley’s  wife’s  name  is  never  mentioned? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  1. 

= JOURNAL “ — 


In  your  journal  respond  to  the  following  ideas. 


Think  of  an  important  symbol  in  your  own  life.  It  might  be  an  object  or  a setting,  but  it  should 
be  something  that  has  taken  on  a special  meaning  for  you.  What  is  this  symbol?  What 
happened  to  give  it  special  meaning  for  you?  Has  the  object  or  its  meaning  changed  for  you 
with  the  passage  of  time? 


Activity  2:  Ideas  About  Life 


Subject:  the 
main  idea  of  a 
written,  spoken, 
or  visual 
message 

Topic:  the 
specific  focus  of 
a written,  spoken, 
or  visual 
message 


Theme:  the  main 
idea  or  insight 
about  life  that 
emerges  from  a 
piece  of  literature 


A subject  refers  to  the  main  idea  about  which  the 
author  is  writing.  For  example,  the  following  are 
subjects  people  could  write  about: 

Love. . . Time. . . Technology. . . Hockey. . . 
Horses 

A topic  helps  you  to  limit  and  state  what  you  are 
going  to  write  about.  The  following  are  topics  for  the 
subjects  listed  above: 

Love:  the  love  between  a man  and  a woman 

Time:  the  effects  of  aging 

Technology:  society’s  dependence  on  machines 

Hockey:  problems  in  the  National  Hockey  League 

Horses:  the  challenge  of  trying  to  raise  Arabians 

Theme  is  the  point  the  writer  wishes  to  make  about 
the  topic.  It  is  the  main  or  central  idea  underlying  a 
piece  of  writing.  Theme  is  more  specific  than  subject 
or  topic.  For  example,  look  at  the  previously 
mentioned  topic  on  the  subject  of  “love.” 
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Following  are  some  possible  themes,  or  points  that  a writer  might  wish  to  make  about  love: 


• Jlovei  mahed  (me  ludne/ialfle. 


Writers  of 
nonfictional 
works  such  as 
essays  always 
state  their  theme 
clearly  in  the 
introduction. 
Writers  of  fiction 
never  state  their 
theme  directly. 
They  allow 
readers  to 
discover  the 
theme  as  they 
read  the 
literature. 


Try  writing  a theme  statement  for  one  of  the  other  topics  mentioned. 

Theme  should  help  to  give  you  an  understanding  not  only  about  the  work  of  literature  you  are 
reading,  but  about  life  in  general.  Remember,  however,  that  authors  of  fictional  works  of  literature  do 
not  state  their  themes  directly.  A theme  is  expressed  indirectly,  through  the  story  itself.  There  may  be 
many  different  possible  themes  for  a story.  It  is  up  to  you  to  decide  the  theme  for  yourself,  based  on 
your  careful  reading  of  details  in  the  story. 


How  to  Find  the  Theme 


To  get  at  the  theme,  you  must  consider  what  the  main  purpose  of  the  story  or  novel  is  and  what  it  says 
about  life.  Be  careful  to  distinguish  between  the  plot  and  the  theme.  The  plot  deals  with  the  events  that 
happen  in  the  story.  The  theme  deals  with  the  truths  about  life  that  are  conveyed  by  the  events  of  the 
story  - in  other  words,  what  the  writer  has  to  say  about  the  topic. 


JOURNAL  — — 

In  your  journal  respond  to  the  following  ideas. 


Think  of  your  own  life  as  a novel.  What  do  you  think  the  theme  of  this  novel  would  be?  What 
details  in  your  life  would  help  support  your  choice  of  theme? 
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Themes  sn  Of  Mice  and  Men 

One  of  the  themes  in  the  novel  Of  Mice  and 
Men  deals  with  the  dream.  In  life,  some 
people  long  for  things  such  as  wealth, 
independence,  land,  or  popularity.  In  the 
novel,  George  wants  a place  of  his  own  where 
he  can  be  the  boss;  Lennie  wants  rabbits  to 
tend;  Candy  wants  security  in  his  old  age; 

Crooks  wants  to  be  respected. 

1 . None  of  these  four  characters  achieves 
his  dream.  What  statement  might  the 
novel  be  making  about  pursuing  a 
dream? 

Another  theme  in  the  novel  has  to  do  with 
loneliness.  Nearly  everyone  in  the  novel  is  a 
loner.  Only  George  and  Lennie  have  a special 
bond.  What  causes  loneliness  for  the  others? 

Look  at  their  backgrounds:  Candy  is  old; 

Crooks  is  black;  Curley’s  wife  is  the  only  woman 
on  the  farm.  Each  of  them  suffers  isolation  for 
one  reason  or  another.  They  are  all  poor. 

2.  What  statement  might  John  Steinbeck  be  trying  to  make  about  loneliness? 

Another  theme  deals  with  the  lives  of  ordinary  people.  All  of  the  characters  are  common, 
unimportant  people.  As  such,  they  are  sometimes  powerless  in  times  of  difficulty.  Remember  the 
poem  “To  a Mouse,”  about  the  best-laid  plans  of  mice  and  men? 

3.  State  what  Steinbeck  is  trying  to  say  about  ordinary  people. 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  2. 

Reading  a novel  should  help  you  understand  yourself  and  the  world  you  live  in  a little  better.  In  every 
good  novel,  you  meet  unique  characters.  You  look  at  their  strengths  and  weaknesses,  and  at  how  they 
accept  their  responsibilities.  You  examine  the  way  in  which  they  deal  with  challenges  and  setbacks, 
and  at  the  realizations  they  make  in  the  process.  Hopefully,  the  things  you  leam  from  these  characters 
can  be  applied  to  your  own  situation. 


JOURNAL  — — 11 

In  your  journal  respond  to  the  following  idea. 
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Follow-up  Activities 


If  you  found  the  activities  difficult,  you  should  complete  the  Extra  Help.  If  you  understand  the 
concepts  clearly,  you  should  complete  the  Enrichment. 


Extra  Help 

1.  Symbolism 


A device  that  authors  use  in  writing  is  symbolism.  A symbol  is  an  object,  person,  or  event  that 
has  a meaning  greater  than  its  literal  meaning.  For  example,  in  some  cultures  the  lion  represents 
courage. 


The  olive  branch  and  the  dove  are  thought  of  as 
symbols  of  peace.  Do  you  know  any  other 
symbols  of  peace? 
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Even  the  letters  of  the  alphabet  are  symbols  that  form  words.  There  are  symbols  that  represent 
the  zodiac,  mathematical  symbols  for  addition,  subtraction,  and  so  on,  and  there  are  even  national 
symbols.  Countries  are  represented  by  a flag  and  an  animal  or  flower.  You  no  doubt  know  that 
the  beaver  symbolizes  Canada. 


ABC  x-+t 


A symbol  in  a novel  or  short  story  is  an  idea  or  object  that  is  usually  mentioned  over  and  over  so 
that  you  get  the  idea  that  the  object  is  important. 

In  Section  1 , you  read  the  short  story  “Day  of  Truce.”  Have  you  identified  any  symbols  in  this 
story? 

a.  Think  about  the  things  that  were  mentioned  several  times  in  the  story  and  list  them  in  your 
notebook. 

b.  Which  of  these  frequently  mentioned  things  do  you  think  are  symbols?  What  do  they 
symbolize?  Explain  why. 

2.  Theme 


Writers  of  fiction  want  to  make  their  readers  think.  What 
readers  think  about  is  often  referred  to  as  theme.  Theme  is 
the  central  idea  or  insight  about  life  that  the  writer  wants  to 
reveal  to  you  through  the  course  of  the  story. 

The  writer  will  often  not  state  directly  what  the  theme  of  a 
piece  of  fiction  is,  but  instead  will  only  suggest  or  imply  it. 
That’s  why  you  may  say,  “Gee,  that  story  really  makes  me 
think.”  You’re  thinking  about  what  the  writer  is  implying. 
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The  theme  in  a work  of  good  fiction  is  not  a simple  moral  lesson  that  the  writer  wants  to  teach  the 
reader.  In  fact,  many  writers  deny  knowing  what  their  themes  are.  They  will  simply  say,  “I 
wanted  to  show  my  readers  the  way  life  is  or  can  be.  If  they  figure  something  out,  all  the  better.” 
That’s  a key  point.  The  writer  wants  to  show  you  something,  not  tell  you  something. 

Expressing  a story’s  theme  is  not  an  easy  task.  Students’  brains  may 
explode  or  melt  when  they’re  asked  to  express  what  they  think  the 
theme  of  a work  is.  Other  students  may  faint  or  eat  lots  of  ice  cream. 

You  too  will  act  strangely  when  you  try  to  identify  themes.  It’s  a 
complicated  thing,  so  don’t  worry  when  the  strange  behaviour  starts. 

Nevertheless,  it’s  important  that  you  do  become  skilled  at  expressing 
- or  formulating  - themes. 

To  give  you  some  practice  thinking  about  stories  and  themes,  write 
down  what  you  think  is  the  theme,  or  insight  about  life,  of  “Day  of 
Truce.”  What  did  you  think  about  as  you  read  the  story  or  after  you 
finished?  Did  you  see  any  part  of  the  world  differently  or  did  you  think 
about  yourself  or  your  past  differently?  It’s  good  to  express  a theme  in 
just  a sentence  or  two,  but  this  time  write  as  much  as  you  want.  If 
you’re  stuck,  simply  start  with  the  following  phrase  and  keep  writing  as 
fast  as  possible:  “This  story  made  me  think  about . . .” 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section 

Enrichment 

Do  one  or  both  of  the  following  questions. 


Suppose  that  you  have  been  given  the  job  of  designing  a new  crest 
for  Alberta.  In  your  design,  you  must  work  in  objects  that  best 
symbolize  what  Alberta  means  to  you.  Go  ahead  and  draw  a new 
crest,  or,  if  you  don’t  trust  your  drawing  ability,  choose  three  things 
(objects  or  living  things)  and  explain  what  each  object  symbolizes 
about  Alberta. 


Suppose  that  your  life  is  a work  of  literature.  Think  of  three  themes 
that  could  sum  up  the  essence  of  your  life  and  experiences  to  date. 
After  each  theme,  briefly  explain  what  you  mean  by  your  statement. 

Compare  your  response  with  those  in  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Enrichment. 


3:  Extra  Help. 


Conclusion 

In  this  section  you  looked  at  symbols  in  general  and  then  at  specific  literary  symbols  in  the  novel  that 
you  read.  You  also  looked  at  theme  and  explored  some  of  the  themes  in  the  novel  Of  Mice  and  Men. 

By  now,  you  should  be  able  to  identify  and  explain  major  symbols  in  the  works  that  you  read.  You 
should  also  be  able  to  identify  the  theme  of  the  works. 
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Section  3 Assignment:  Symbols  and  Themes 

Review  the  Evaluation  information  found  in  the  introductory  pages  of  this  module. 

It  is  important  to  number  and  clearly  identify  each  page  with  the  following  information  at  the  top: 

English  23  - Module  4 Section  3 Assignment  Page  # Name  and  ID  # 

Be  sure  to  write  legibly.  Leave  a wide  left  margin  and  number  all  of  your  pages. 


1 . Review  the  journal  entries  that  you  wrote  in  this  section.  Choose  the  entry  that  you  like  best  and 
are  willing  to  share.  Revise,  edit,  and  proofread  this  journal  entry.  Before  you  begin  writing  your 
polished  entry,  indicate  the  page  number  of  the  topic  on  which  it  is  based.  (5  marks) 

2.  Review  the  questions  and  answers  dealing  with  the  symbols  in  Of  Mice  and  Men.  Select  one  of 
the  symbols  used  in  the  novel  and  explain  its  importance  to  the  story.  Explain  how  the  symbol 
helps  the  reader  better  understand  certain  aspects  of  the  novel.  Present  your  response  in  the  form 
of  a well- written  paragraph  approximately  1/2  to  1 page  in  length.  (5  marks) 

Remember  to  carefully  revise,  edit,  and  proofread  your  paragraph. 

Your  paragraph  will  be  evaluated  according  to  the  following  guidelines: 

Content  and  Organization  (3  marks):  The  writer  has  successfully  conveyed  information  or 
persuasively  presented  personal  opinions  about  the  topic.  The  ideas  presented  are  complete  and 
are  well-supported  by  quotations  and  examples  when  required.  The  writer  has  provided  enough 
details  to  allow  the  reader  to  understand  and  appreciate  the  writer’s  message.  The  writer  has 
organized  the  composition  well  and  has  presented  the  content  in  an  order  that  allows  the  reader  to 
follow  easily  the  flow  of  ideas. 

Correctness  (2  marks):  The  writer  has  carefully  proofread  and  edited  the  composition  to  ensure 
that  it  is  relatively  free  of  errors  in  grammar,  spelling,  and  punctuation  that  could  distract  or 
confuse  the  reader. 


3.  Review  the  questions  and  answers  dealing  with  themes  in  Of  Mice  and  Men.  Select  one  of  the 
themes  in  the  novel  and  show  how  this  theme  is  developed  in  the  course  of  the  story.  Present 
your  response  in  the  form  of  a well- written  composition  approximately  1 to  2 pages  in  length. 
Remember  to  carefully,  revise,  edit,  and  proofread  your  composition.  (10  marks) 


0OQ 

/ o ° ° o\ 


After  you  have  written  your  composition,  make  a tape  recording  of  it. 

Your  composition  will  be  evaluated  according  to  the  following  guidelines: 

Content  and  Organization  (6  marks):  The  writer  has  successfully  conveyed  information  or 
persuasively  presented  personal  opinions  about  the  topic.  The  ideas  presented  are  complete  and 
are  well-supported  by  quotations  and  examples  when  required.  The  writer  has  provided  enough 
details  to  allow  the  reader  to  understand  and  appreciate  the  writer’s  message.  The  writer  has 
organized  the  composition  well  and  has  presented  the  content  in  an  order  that  allows  the  reader  to 
follow  easily  the  flow  of  ideas. 
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Correctness  (2  marks):  The  writer  has  carefully  proofread  and  edited  the  composition  to  ensure 
that  it  is  relatively  free  of  errors  in  grammar,  spelling,  and  punctuation  that  could  distract  or 
confuse  the  reader. 

Oral  Presentation  (2  marks):  The  speaker’s  pronunciation  is  clear  and  accurate.  The  speed  and 
pacing  of  the  recording  is  appropriate.  Precautions  have  been  taken  to  ensure  that  there  are  no 
distracting  background  noises  on  the  recording  and  that  the  speaker’s  voice  is  loud  enough  so  that 
the  listener  can  easily  hear  what  is  being  said.  The  speaker’s  voice  is  expressive,  effectively 
conveying  the  meaning  and  emotion  of  the  words  and  promoting  the  listener’s  interest. 

At  the  beginning  of  your  recording,  state  your  name  and  indicate  for  which  assignment  your 
recording  was  made. 

“My  name  is . My  oral  presentation  is  for  the  Section  3 Assignment  for  Module  4.” 

Before  you  submit  your  audiocassette  for  evaluation,  rewind  the  tape  to  the  beginning  of  your 
recording.  Make  sure  that  your  name  is  clearly  written  on  the  cassette  label. 


MODULE  SUMMARY 


In  this  module  you  have  focused  on  the  novel.  In  the  first  section,  you  studied  the  basic  elements 
common  to  both  the  short  story  and  the  novel:  setting,  mood,  plot,  conflict,  characters,  and  point  of 
view.  In  the  middle  section  you  read  the  novel  Of  Mice  and  Men  and  demonstrated  your 
understanding  of  the  characters  and  their  actions.  In  the  last  section,  you  analysed  symbols  and 
themes  in  the  novel  and  demonstrated  your  understanding  of  Steinbeck’s  purpose  in  writing  his  novel. 


Now  that  you  have  finished  reading  Of  Mice  and  Men , it  is  hoped  that  you  have  developed  new 
insights,  not  only  into  the  novel  form,  but  into  yourself  and  the  world  in  which  you  live. 


To  ensure  that  all  of  your  work  has  been  completed  in  a satisfactory  manner,  check  off  the  items  in 
the  following  list: 

□ Section  1 Assignment  has  been  completed. 

□ Section  2 Assignment  has  been  completed. 

□ Section  3 Assignment  has  been  completed. 

□ Your  responses  are  organized  and  neat,  with  room  for  teacher  comments. 

□ All  of  your  response  pages  are  numbered  consecutively  and  identified  with  this  heading: 

English  23  - Module  4 Section  # Assignment  Page  # Name  and  ID  # 

Submit  only  your  assignment  response  pages  (along  with  any  audiotape  and/or  videotape  cassettes) 
for  evaluation. 


Appendix 
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Glossary 

antagonist:  the  principal  opponent  of  the  protagonist 

antecedent  action:  in  literature,  the  events  that  took 
place  before  the  beginning  of  the  story 

climax:  the  most  exciting  point  in  a story,  the  turning  point 

conflict:  the  struggle  between  the  main  character  and  an 
opposing  force 

first-person  point  of  view:  a type  of  narration  in  which 
a character  tells  his  or  her  own  story  using  the  words  7 
and  we 

foreshadowing:  providing  a hint  about  events  that  will 
occur  later  in  a story 

initial  incident:  in  literature,  the  first  important  event  that 
begins  the  story 

limited  omniscient  point  of  view:  a type  of  narration 
in  which  the  reader  is  told  by  the  narrator  everything 
that  one  of  the  characters  says,  does,  and  thinks 

literary  symbol:  any  character,  object,  situation,  action, 
or  event  that  has  a second  meaning  in  addition  to  its 
literal  meaning  in  a work  of  literature 
Literary  symbols  are  used  to  help  the  reader  gain  a 
better  understanding  of  the  message  that  the  writer 
wishes  to  convey. 

mood:  the  overall  feeling  produced  in  the  reader  or  viewer 
by  a piece  of  literature  or  a piece  of  visual 
communication 

Suggested  Answers 


omniscient  point  of  view:  a type  of  narration  in  which 
the  reader  is  told  by  the  narrator  everything  that  the 
characters  say,  do,  and  think 

physical  point  of  view:  the  position  in  time  and  space 
from  which  a writer  views  and  describes  a scene 

plot:  the  sequence  of  actions  in  a story;  the  events  that 
occur 

protagonist:  the  main  character  in  a story 

rising  action:  the  series  of  events  that  builds  excitement 
toward  the  most  dramatic  point  in  a story,  the  climax 

setting:  the  time,  place,  and  situation  in  a work  of  fiction 

simile:  a comparison  between  two  unlike  things  using  the 
words  like  or  as 

subject:  the  main  idea  of  a written,  spoken,  or  visual 
message 

symbol:  something  that  stands  for  something  else 
See  also  literary  symbol. 

theme:  the  main  idea  or  insight  about  life  that  emerges 
from  a piece  of  literature 

topic:  the  specific  focus  of  a written,  spoken,  or  visual 
message 


Section  1 : Activity  1 

1 . Your  chart  of  differences  may  look  like  this: 


Short  Story 

Novel 

• usually  has  only  a few  characters 

• often  has  many  characters 

• usually  has  only  one  setting  (time  and 

• has  many  settings;  can  take  place  over  a 

place) 

long  period  of  time  and  in  many  locations 

• has  one  main  conflict  or  problem  that  the 

• could  contain  many  conflicts  or  problems 

main  character  must  deal  with 

that  need  to  be  solved 
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2.  At  this  point  in  the  story,  it  is  not  clear  who  the  Punks  are.  All  that  the  reader  knows  is  that  there  is  a dangerous  conflict 
between  Mr.  Crawford  and  a group  of  people  called  the  Punks. 

3.  The  “others”  seem  to  be  the  other  residents  of  Oak  Manor.  They  do  not  seem  to  be  in  conflict  with  the  Punks,  but  there 
is  a suggestion  that  they  are  afraid  of  them. 

4.  The  neighbourhood  in  which  Mr.  Crawford  lives  is  called  Oak  Manor.  It  got  its  name  from  the  many  large  oak  trees 
that  once  grew  there.  Now  there  is  only  one  oak  tree  left  and  it  belongs  to  Mr.  Crawford. 

5.  The  day  of  truce  appears  to  be  an  annual  day  of  peace  on  which  the  Punks  are  invited  to  the  Crawford  stronghold.  Both 

sides  call  off  the  feud  between  them  for  twenty-four  hours  and  socialize. 

6.  The  Punks  are  the  children  of  many  of  the  residents  of  Oak  Manor. 

7.  The  children  were  bored  because  there  was  nothing  for  them  to  do.  Their  parents  were  too  busy,  or  self-centred  to  pay 

proper  attention  to  their  children.  To  relieve  the  boredom,  the  children  began  to  vandalize  the  property  of  the  residents 
of  Oak  Manor.  Residents  started  to  erect  fences  and  this  act  insulted  the  children.  The  children  became  even  more 
determined  to  vandalize  the  fenced-in  properties,  and  the  property  owners  became  even  more  determined  to  keep  the 
children  out. 

8.  The  feud  between  the  homeowners  and  the  children  eventually  went  out  of  control.  Many  homeowners  fortified  their 
properties,  turning  them  into  strongholds.  The  children,  who  eventually  became  known  as  the  Punks,  set  out  to  destroy 
all  of  the  strongholds.  The  Crawford  stronghold  is  the  last  one  in  Oak  Manor.  The  Punks  have  now  focused  all  of  their 
attention  on  destroying  it. 

It  seems  that  the  only  way  that  the  Crawfords  could  end  the  feud  is  to  simply  move  away  and  allow  the  Punks  to  destroy 
their  home. 

9.  Max  has  learned  from  an  informer  that  the  Punks  intend  to  bring  a bomb  into  the  Crawford  stronghold. 

10.  The  situation  in  Oak  Manor  is  not  unique.  It  seems  that  there  are  other  strongholds  in  other  nearby  neighbourhoods. 

The  strongholds  communicate  with  each  other  everyday  by  shortwave  radio. 

1 1 . The  police  think  that  the  Punks  are  basically  good  kids;  they  are  a little  wild  sometimes,  but  they  are  not  bad.  The 
police  believe  that  the  presence  of  the  stronghold  is  responsible  for  the  conflict  by  daring  the  Punks  to  overcome  its 
defences. 

12.  Max  did  not  look  for  the  bomb  or  try  to  prevent  it  from  being  planted  because  he  wanted  to  protect  his  informer.  He 
also  figured  out  where  they  would  plant  the  bomb.  If  he  interfered  with  the  planting  of  the  bomb,  he  knew  that  the 
Punks  would  try  to  plant  it  somewhere  else  and  he  would  not  be  able  to  find  it  in  time. 

13.  In  the  past,  nobody  deliberately  tried  to  kill  anyone.  The  Punks  simply  wanted  to  teach  a lesson  to  homeowners  who 
refused  to  give  in  to  them;  they  got  their  revenge  on  these  stubborn  homeowners  by  destroying  their  property.  Stony 
told  Max  that  when  the  Crawford  stronghold  falls,  the  Crawfords  and  Nora  would  not  be  hurt,  but  that  the  Punks 
deliberately  intend  to  kill  him. 

14.  Max  has  built  a makeshift  electric  fence  behind  the  oak  tree  where  the  Punks  have  planted  the  bomb.  He  knows  that  it 
is  probably  not  strong  enough  to  keep  the  Punks  out  once  the  main  and  auxiliary  fences  are  smashed  by  the  fallen  tree. 
He  is  relying  on  the  boxes  that  were  delivered  from  the  other  stronghold  to  keep  the  Crawford  stronghold  safe. 

15.  The  boxes  from  the  other  stronghold  contain  about  one  hundred  rattlesnakes.  Max  put  the  snakes  between  the  auxiliary 
electric  fence  and  his  makeshift  electric  fence.  When  the  main  and  auxiliary  fences  are  smashed  by  the  tree  falling  on 
them  and  the  Punks  use  the  fallen  tree  as  a bridge  over  the  electric  fences,  the  makeshift  electric  fence  will  keep  the 
Punks  out  of  the  stronghold  while  the  rattlesnakes  are  attacking  them. 
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16.  Max’s  plan  is  a gamble  because  there  is  no  guarantee  that  it  will  work.  The  Punks  may  be  able  to  get  through  the 
defences  even  though  there  are  a hundred  rattlesnakes  to  contend  with.  In  addition,  he  may  get  into  trouble  with  the 
law;  he  has  already  been  warned  by  the  police  that  there  is  a fine  line  between  acting  in  self-defence  and  acting  in  an 
illegal  manner  by  purposely  trying  to  maim  and  kill  others. 

17.  The  author  has  left  it  up  to  each  reader  to  decide  how  the  story  will  end.  There  are,  of  course,  several  ways  in  which  the 
story  can  end.  The  Punks  can  overcome  the  obstacles  and  swarm  into  the  Crawford  stronghold,  kill  Max,  and  destroy 
everything  in  sight.  On  the  other  hand,  the  snakes  and  the  electric  fence  may  keep  the  Punks  out.  Max  can  repair  the 
defences  and  prepare  for  another  assault  in  the  future.  If  many  of  the  Punks  are  badly  hurt  or  killed,  Max  may  go  to 
prison.  Maybe  the  bomb  will  fail  to  detonate  and  nothing  will  happen  at  all.  One  thing  seems  certain:  there  will  be  no 
Truce  Days  in  the  future. 

18.  a.  adventure:  Yes  and  no.  Adventures  are  exciting,  and  there  is  excitement  in  wondering  whether  Max  will  be  able  to 

defeat  Stony  and  his  gang.  But  an  adventure  usually  involves  going  to  a different  setting  in  search  of  something 
valuable.  Max  stays  at  the  house. 

b.  romance:  No,  there  is  nothing  here  about  people  falling  in  love. 

c.  speculative  or  science  fiction:  Yes.  The  story  looks  at  a future  society  and  asks  “What  if.  . .?”  It  serves  as  a 
warning  to  modern  society  about  what  may  happen  in  the  future  if  certain  trends  continue. 

d.  fantasy:  No,  the  setting  is  depressing,  not  magical. 

e.  detective:  Yes.  Max  may  not  be  a detective  solving  a murder  case,  but  he  is  trying  to  sort  out  a mystery.  He  tries 
to  figure  out  what  the  Punks  are  up  to  and  where  they  have  planted  the  bomb. 

f.  historical:  No,  the  story  is  set  in  the  future,  not  the  past. 

g.  horror:  Yes.  Although  nothing  gruesome  happens,  it  is  chilling  to  think  that  modern  society  could  be  headed  in 
this  direction.  The  ending  leaves  open  the  possibility  that  something  gruesome  may  happen. 

h.  realistic:  Yes.  The  characters  are  presented  as  real  people.  The  story  is  presented  in  a way  that  makes  the  reader 
think  that  it  could  possibly  happen.  It  makes  the  reader  think  about  real  issues,  such  as  present-day  attitudes  toward 
law  and  order. 


Section  1 : Activity  2 

1 . a.  Time:  evening,  just  before  darkness  sets  in  (It  appears  to  be  happening  sometime  in  the  future.) 

b.  Place:  the  Crawford  house  in  the  Oak  Manor  subdivision  (Because  it  is  so  heavily  fortified,  it  is  called  a 

stronghold.) 

2.  Answers  will  vary  here.  The  following  words  are  usually  associated  with  these  particular  types  of  novels. 

a.  adventure:  exciting,  suspenseful,  thrilling 

b.  romance:  happy,  sad,  thrilling,  peaceful 

c.  horror:  suspenseful,  gruesome,  chilling 

3.  a.  At  the  beginning,  there  is  a mood  of  anticipation.  Something  could  happen  at  any  moment. 

b.  The  scene  is  described  as  “quiet”  with  “nothing  moving.”  But  then  Max  describes  it  as  “too  quiet,”  “as  if  everyone 

had  taken  cover  against  some  known  and  coming  violence.”  After  that  sentence,  the  reader  expects  something  to 
happen. 
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Section  1 : Activity  3 

1 . The  following  are  examples  of  antecedent  action: 

• All  of  the  other  properties  on  the  street  had  been  badly  damaged  or  destroyed  by  the  Punks. 

• The  Thompson  property  had  been  destroyed  five  years  earlier. 

• The  year  before,  Max  had  made  plans  to  poison  the  Punks  during  the  Day  of  Truce. 

• The  Punks  had  launched  many  attacks  against  the  Crawford  stronghold  over  the  years. 

• Oak  Manor  had  once  been  full  of  oak  trees,  but  the  Punks  had  destroyed  them  all. 

Can  you  find  other  examples  of  antecedent  action? 

2.  The  following  are  examples  of  rising  action: 

• Max  must  allow  the  Punks  to  enter  the  Crawford  stronghold  during  Truce  Day. 

• Billy  tells  Max  that  the  Punks  are  planning  to  bring  in  a time  bomb  during  Truce  Day. 

• Stony  says  that  his  gang  will  kill  Max. 

• Max  must  wait  until  all  of  the  Punks  are  gone  before  looking  for  the  bomb. 

• Max  finds  that  it  is  impossible  to  disarm  the  bomb;  the  oak  tree  appears  doomed. 

• Max  realizes  that  the  Punks  are  planning  an  attack  to  coincide  with  the  explosion. 

3.  The  conflict  is  person  against  person  (Max  against  the  Punks). 


Section  1 : Activity  4 

1 . Responses  may  vary  somewhat.  Compare  your  responses  with  those  of  a partner  and  with  the  examples  that  follow. 


Character 

Character  traits  and 
attitudes 

How  each  trait  or  attitude 
is  revealed 

Husband 

• lazy 

• what  he  does 

• easy-going 

• what  he  says 

• chauvinistic 

• what  he  says 

Wife 

• annoyed 

• what  she  says,  how  she  acts 
(her  facial  expression) 

• sarcastic 

• what  she  says 

2.  Compare  your  ideas  to  those  that  follow.  Again,  your  ideas  may  be  somewhat  different.  Also  compare  your  ideas  with 
those  of  a partner. 

Max  could  be  described  as  determined  - determined  to  preserve  the  Crawford  stronghold.  This  trait  is  shown  by  his 
actions  (his  careful  inspection  of  the  defences)  and  by  his  thoughts  (“It  stood  because  of  him,  he  thought,  and  he  would 
keep  it  standing.”). 

He  is  also  mistrustful.  This  is  shown  both  by  what  he  says  (“I  wouldn’t  put  nothing  past  them  dirty  Punks”)  and  what  he 
does  (for  example,  he  keeps  the  perimeter  fence  fully  charged  in  case  of  attack). 
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Max  is  also  a hateful  person.  He  never  has  anything  good  to  say  about  the  Punks.  He  shows  his  dislike  by  refusing  to 
associate  with  them  on  Truce  Day,  but  he  shows  hatred  with  his  plan  to  kill  the  Punks  with  rattlesnakes  when  they  begin 
their  attack  on  the  stronghold. 

Stony  could  be  described  as  equally  determined  and  hateful.  He  speaks  his  determination  in  such  lines  as,  “Someday 
we’ll  make  it.  This  place  can’t  stand  forever.”  He  shows  his  determination  by  attacking  the  stronghold  repeatedly  for 
years.  He  speaks  his  hatred  by  telling  Max  he  plans  to  have  him  killed.  He  shows  his  hatred  and  determination  by 
planting  a bomb  that  will  finally  enable  his  Punks  to  break  into  the  stronghold. 

3.  a.  Protagonists  - Betty  and  Sue;  Antagonist  - the  flood 

b.  Protagonist  - Jason;  Antagonist  - himself  (his  own  fears  and  doubts) 

c.  Protagonist  - the  immigrant  student;  Antagonists  - the  other  students 

4.  Max  is  the  protagonist  and  Stony  is  the  antagonist  in  “Day  of  Truce.” 

Section  1 : Activity  5 

1.  Answers  will  vary  here.  Your  answers  may  include  some  of  the  following  impressions: 

a.  a garbage  dump:  filth,  stench,  disorder 

b.  a wheatfield  in  the  middle  of  a severe  summer  drought:  sadness,  dryness,  hopelessness 

c.  the  Northern  Lights:  awe,  wonder,  fascination,  chill 

d.  a sunset  in  Hawaii:  beauty,  tranquillity,  perfection 

2.  Like  Max,  the  limited  omniscient  narrator  does  not  know  what  the  Punks  are  saying  or  doing  or  thinking  on  the  other 
side  of  the  fence. 

3.  a.  limited  omniscient 

b.  first  person 

c.  omniscient 

Section  1:  FoSlow-up  Activities 
Extra  Help 

1 Time:  “four  o’clock,”  “afternoon  shadows,”  probably  in  summer  because  of  the  reference  to  the  Olympics 
Place:  the  Olympic  Stadium  at  the  start  of  the  100  metre  race 

2.  The  mood  is  tense  and  expectant.  The  crowd  seems  to  be  holding  its  breath  in  anticipation  of  the  race. 

3.  The  point  of  view  is  limited  omniscient. 

4.  There  are  two  conflicts.  One  is  between  Devon  and  the  other  seven  runners  who  are  about  to  race  him.  The  other  is 
between  Devon  and  himself;  he  must  convince  himself  that  he  can  win. 
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Enrichment 

1 . The  rising  action  would  be  the  details  of  the  race  itself;  the  climax  would  probably  be  the  outcome  of  the  race. 

2.  The  Hi  & Lois  cartoon  in  Activity  5 may  help  you  get  started,  since  it  meets  all  the  requirements  of  this  exercise. 

3.  For  example,  suppose  you  wanted  to  create  a mellow,  relaxed  mood.  You  might  play  the  sort  of  music  you  hear  in 
elevators  or  in  doctors’  offices.  You  might  introduce  the  song  with  your  slowest,  deepest  voice.  You  might  also  mix  in 
sound  effects  such  as  the  sound  of  gentle  waves  breaking  on  shore.  In  other  words,  don’t  do  this  exercise  unless  you  are 
prepared  to  have  some  fun  with  it. 

Section  2:  Activity  1 

Your  answer  here  is  entirely  personal.  For  example,  you  might  say  that  you  have  a responsibility  to  pay  attention  in  class, 

take  good  notes,  do  your  homework,  and  try  to  earn  the  best  marks  that  you  can.  You  might  say  that  you  sacrifice  going  out 

with  friends  in  the  evenings  so  that  you  can  keep  up  with  your  homework. 


Section  2:  Activity  2 

1 . Expectations  you  have  of  your  friends  that  you  would  also  like  them  to  have  of  you  might  include 

• being  ready  to  help  you  with  something 

• being  prepared  to  listen  to  problems  sympathetically 

• liking  you  and  accepting  you  for  who  you  are 

• taking  your  side  in  a conflict 

Can  you  think  of  any  other  ideas? 

2.  You  might  have  seen  friends  who  seem  to  take  each  other  for  granted,  perhaps  because  they  feel  they  don’t  have  to  prove 
their  friendship  to  each  other.  Some  people  can  be  very  possessive  of  their  friends  - they  seem  jealous  of  anyone  else 
who  tries  to  join  the  friendship  and  they  will  be  very  unfriendly  to  the  new  person.  Other  friends  seem  to  behave  as  a 
mini-support  group;  they  share  their  problems,  show  their  concern,  and  support  each  other  through  any  difficulties. 

Other  friends  bring  their  frustrations  and  confusion  about  life  into  their  friendship  - one  minute  they  are  inseparable  and 
the  next  minute  they  aren’t  talking  to  each  other. 

What  other  ways  can  you  think  of? 

3.  George  has  to  look  out  for  Lennie,  and  make  sure  he  has  both  food  and  shelter.  He  feels  he  must  protect  Lennie  from 
harm,  because  Lennie  doesn’t  have  the  knowledge  and  skills  to  look  out  for  himself.  George  isn’t  free  to  go  out  and  do 
what  he  wants. 

4.  Answers  will  vary  here,  but  your  character  chart  should  look  more  or  less  like  the  following: 


Major  Characters 

Positive  Qualities 

Negative  Qualities 

George 

• responsible 

• protective 

• caring 

• impatient  at  times 

• swears  a lot 

Lennie 

• hard  worker 

• innocent 

• too  strong 

• too  childish  to  cope 
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Major  Characters 

Positive  Qualities 

Negative  Qualities 

Slim 

• good  leader 

• wise 

• understanding 

• confident 

• not  a talker,  reveals  very 
little  about  himself 

Candy 

• sensitive 

• friendly 

• allows  himself  to  be 
bullied  by  others 

Curley 

Curley  does  not  seem  to 
have  any  positive  qualities. 

• mean 

• cruel 

• insecure 

• possessive 

Minor  Characters 

Curley’s  Wife 

• nice  to  Lennie 

• craves  attention 

• flirts 

• picks  on  Crooks 

Carlson 

• practical 

• says  what  he  thinks 

• insensitive 

• too  blunt 

the  Boss 

• gives  Lennie  and  George 
a chance 

• suspicious 

• mean,  hard  on  his  son 

5.  Lennie’s  face  is  described  as  “shapeless.”  When  he  drinks,  he  is  described  as  “snorting  into  the  water  like  a horse.” 
Lennie  doesn’t  listen  when  George  asks  him  to  stop  drinking.  He  speaks  in  very  simple  sentences  full  of  childlike 
phrases.  He  plays  in  the  water;  he  likes  to  imitate  George’s  actions.  He  doesn’t  remember  things  and  when  he  speaks, 
he  repeats  certain  words  and  phrases.  He  plays  with  the  mice,  and  when  George  scolds  him  he  cries.  Taken  together, 
these  examples  suggest  a person  of  limited  intelligence  and  understanding. 

6.  Three  such  similes  are 

• “Blubberin’  like  a baby!” 

• “.  . . snorting  into  the  water  like  a horse.” 

• “Slowly,  like  a terrier.  . .” 

7.  Lennie  realizes  and  takes  pride  in  the  fact  that  he  is  a strong  and  hard-working  person,  but  he  never  means  to  hurt  anyone 
or  anything.  He  is  not  aware  that  he  often  uses  too  much  force,  even  when  showing  tenderness  and  affection.  He  is  not 
aware  that  he  kills  the  mice  and  other  animals  that  he  caresses. 

8.  The  men  work  on  a farm  which  is  a long  ride  from  town.  They  have  only  each  other  for  company.  Their  job  requires 
them  to  work  hard  all  day,  with  little  time  for  conversation.  In  the  evenings  when  there  is  a little  free  time,  the  men  tend 
to  play  cards  instead  of  making  meaningful  conversation.  There  are  no  wives  or  children  to  share  their  lives  with  - 
nothing  to  ease  their  loneliness. 

9.  Crooks’  room  is  all  he  has.  He  shows  his  pride  by  making  his  room  look  as  homey  and  permanent  as  possible  with  the 
few  possessions  he  has. 
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10.  He  has  many  books  and  he  reads  a great  deal.  The  characters  in  the  books  are  the  only  friends  he  has. 

1 1.  Candy  is  old  and  no  longer  physically  strong.  As  well,  he  has  only  one  hand.  Since  he  can’t  keep  up  with  the  other 
men,  they  tend  to  look  down  on  him;  he  is  not  treated  with  the  same  respect  as  the  other  men. 

Curley’s  wife  is  the  only  woman  in  the  story.  The  men  don’t  want  anything  to  do  with  her,  partly  because  they  feel  she 
does  not  belong  on  the  ranch,  which  they  feel  is  male  territory,  and  partly  because  she  is  the  wife  of  the  boss’s  son,  who 
is  very  possessive.  To  be  seen  talking  to  her  is  to  invite  trouble. 

12.  Candy  has  a low  opinion  of  her.  He  thinks  she  is  nothing  but  trouble. 

13.  She  flirts  with  the  men,  and  she  often  appears  where  she  is  not  wanted.  She  resents  Curley  because  he  wants  to  fight  all 
of  the  time.  She  talks  wistfully  about  being  in  the  pictures,  as  if  she  yearns  to  escape  into  a movie  world. 

14.  Curley  expresses  his  insecurity  in  destructive  acts,  such  as  starting  fights  with  the  men.  He  tries  to  cover  his  insecurity 
by  acting  like  a “big-shot,”  showing  off  his  power  over  the  men  and  over  his  wife.  Such  acts  make  him  unpopular  with 
the  other  characters.  Because  he  has  no  friends,  he  trusts  no  one.  He  is  one  of  the  loneliest  of  the  characters  in  Of  Mice 
and  Men. 

15.  Candy  describes  Curley  in  this  way:  “Curley’s  like  a lot  of  little  guys.  He  hates  big  guys.  He’s  alia  time  picking 
scraps  with  big  guys.  Kind  of  like  he’s  mad  at  ’em  because  he  ain’t  a big  guy.” 

16.  Slim  is  a hard  worker  and  a dependable  thoughtful  person.  He  doesn’t  say  much,  but  when  he  does  speak  he  has 
something  worth  saying.  He  seems  very  calm  and  self-assured.  You  would  probably  enjoy  working  for  Slim  because 
he  would  be  honest  with  you.  He  would  have  good  advice  about  the  job,  and  he  wouldn’t  expect  you  to  do  something 
he  wouldn’t  do  himself.  He  would  treat  you  fairly  and  with  respect. 

The  Boss,  on  the  other  hand,  doesn’t  seem  to  care  much  about  his  employees.  He  is  suspicious  of  George  and  Lennie, 
which  suggests  he  may  not  trust  any  of  his  employees  much.  You  would  probably  not  want  to  work  for  him,  because 
you  wouldn’t  feel  your  work  is  valued  or  respected.  Candy  says  he  has  a bad  temper,  but  he  can  be  nice  at  times.  But 
no  one  wants  to  work  for  someone  who  displays  erratic  moods.  It  can  lead  to  very  unfair  treatment  of  employees. 

17.  Slim  believes  George  had  no  other  choice  but  to  do  what  he  did.  He  realizes  that  George’s  action  was  not  taken  out  of 
anger;  rather  it  showed  just  how  strong  the  bonds  were  between  George  and  Lennie.  Slim  is  ready  to  stand  by  George 
when  he  really  needs  a friend. 


Section  2:  Activity  3 

1 . a.  George  dreams  of  taking  his  pay  and  spending  it  in  town  on  liquor  and  prostitutes. 

b.  George  dreams  of  a small  farm  where  he  and  Lennie  will  have  cows  and  chickens.  There  will  also  be  rabbits  for 
Lennie  to  tend.  He  dreams  of  a place  of  his  own  where  he  can  be  boss  and  where  Lennie  will  be  safe. 

2.  George  has  no  definite  plans  about  the  farm.  He  doesn’t  appear  to  know  much  about  farming;  in  fact,  his  stories  about 
the  farm  make  the  farming  life  seem  very  easy. 

3.  Lennie  dreams  of  tending  rabbits  on  the  farm  that  George  dreams  of  owning.  Lennie  wants  to  feel  important  by  being 
responsible  for  something. 

4.  Candy  is  afraid  of  being  left  alone  in  his  old  age.  If  he  helped  George  and  Lennie  buy  the  farm,  he  could  have  people  to 
talk  to  and  to  look  after  him.  He  would  also  feel  that  he  is  building  something.  He  would  feel  useful  again. 
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5.  History  is  full  of  such  examples.  For  example,  Christopher  Columbus  had  a dream  of  sailing  west  across  the  Atlantic. 
His  enthusiasm  inspired  others  to  offer  financial  support  to  launch  his  dream.  Closer  to  home,  artist  Peter  Lewis  had 
the  “crazy”  idea  of  turning  the  High  Level  Bridge  in  Edmonton  into  a waterfall.  While  many  people  laughed  at  the 
idea,  many  others  were  inspired  by  Lewis  to  donate  building  materials  and  to  volunteer  their  labour  in  order  to  make  the 
idea  a reality. 

6.  Curley’s  wife  reminds  him  that  he  is  “just”  a black  man  with  a crooked  back.  She  tells  him  she  could  end  his  dream  in 
a hurry  by  saying  he  attacked  her.  His  dream  of  taking  part  in  the  farm  idea  is  shattered  when  George  shows  his  anger 
at  Lennie  and  Candy  for  having  told  Crooks  about  the  farm  they  planned  to  buy.  Crooks  realizes  that  there  is  no  place 
for  him  in  their  dream. 

7.  She  dreamed  of  going  to  Hollywood  and  being  in  movies.  She  believed  she  could  have  been  a big  star,  too,  if  only  her 
mother  hadn’t  held  her  back. 

8.  Lennie  accidentally  kills  Curley’s  wife  and  shatters  the  dream. 

9.  You  might  say  something  like  this: 

George  knows  that  Lennie  has  gone  too  far;  he  can  no  longer  save  Lennie  or  be  responsible  for  him.  But, 

without  Lennie  the  dream  is  impossible,  because  it  always  included  Lennie.  George  is  without  hope  and  will 

probably  spend  his  future  as  he  once  feared  he  would,  wasting  his  money  on  things  of  no  value. 

10.  Most  of  the  examples  involve  Lennie’ s behaviour. 

• George  informs  Slim  of  the  incident  in  Weed. 

• There  are  references  to  the  fact  that  Lennie  is  too  strong  for  his  own  good. 

• George  warns  Lennie  not  to  hurt  the  puppy  (Lennie  later  accidentally  kills  the  puppy). 

• Carlson  shows  Candy  how  to  shoot  the  dog  in  the  back  of  the  head  (George  will  later  shoot  Lennie  in  the  back  of 
the  head). 

In  spite  of  George’s  positive  outlook,  these  examples  suggest  to  the  reader  that  something  bad  is  going  to  happen  to 
George’s  dream. 

11.  As  with  the  mouse,  George’s  plan  is  overturned  in  a moment  just  as  the  plans  have  all  been  made.  As  in  the  poem, 
George’s  efforts  end  in  defeat  and  hopelessness.  Lennie  is  a bit  like  the  mouse,  in  his  own  little  world,  heedless  of  the 
greater  world  outside. 


Section  2:  Activity  4 

1 . Lennie  seems  incapable  of  understanding  the  consequences  of  his  actions.  When  he  gets  excited,  he  cannot  control  his 
own  strength.  He  seems  unable  to  connect  events  with  anything  he  might  have  done. 

2.  Candy’s  dog  is  old  and  blind  and  in  constant  pain.  It  would  be  selfish  of  Candy  to  allow  the  dog  to  go  on  living  in  such 
a state  just  because  it  makes  him  feel  less  lonely. 

3.  Candy  believes  he  should  have  taken  responsibility  for  his  dog  and  shot  the  dog  himself  instead  of  having  a stranger  do 
it. 

4.  Lennie  is  not  capable  of  understanding  what  he  has  done.  He  seems  to  have  no  conception  of  death.  The  puppy  is  like 
a broken  toy  to  him.  He  gets  angry  when  it  doesn’t  “work”  anymore  and  hurls  it  away. 


Appendix 


69 


5.  Lennie  fears  George’s  anger.  He  is  particularly  afraid  that  George  will  say  that  he  can’t  tend  the  rabbits. 

6.  Curley  has  a gun  and  a bad  temper,  and  it  is  highly  likely  that  he  would  have  killed  Lennie  if  he  had  found  him. 
Otherwise,  Lennie  would  have  been  arrested  and  put  in  jail.  George  can’t  stand  the  thought  of  Lennie  being  in  jail, 
because  Lennie  wouldn’t  understand  why  he  was  there,  and  would  be  like  a caged  animal.  An  asylum  for  the  mentally 
disabled  would  probably  have  been  just  as  bad  for  him. 

7.  Responses  will  vary,  but  here  is  one  possibility: 

George  accepts  his  responsibility  for  Lennie.  He  cannot  allow  Lennie  to  be  killed  like  an  animal  by  Curley; 
Lennie  deserves  more  dignity  than  that.  He  also  can’t  envision  Lennie  being  chained  up  in  an  institution.  For 
George,  Lennie’ s life  makes  sense  only  if  he  is  free.  Because  he  can  no  longer  be  free  in  life,  George  decides 
to  set  Lennie  free  in  death. 


Section  2:  Follow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 

1.  a.  The  speaker  is  Slim.  In  his  world,  the  life  of  a migrant  worker  is  a lonely  one;  it’s  rare  to  see  men  forming 

friendships  and  travelling  around  together,  the  way  George  and  Lennie  do.  This  reinforces  the  idea  that  George  and 
Lennie  have  a special  bond. 

b.  Lennie:  This  is  his  dream  of  a future  life  on  a farm  tending  rabbits. 

c.  Candy:  He  wants  to  help  George  and  Lennie  buy  their  farm  if  he  can  live  with  them;  with  his  money,  the  dream  can 
become  reality. 

d.  Curley’s  wife:  She  realizes  that  Lennie  has  the  intelligence  of  a child,  and  a child’s  way  of  saying  funny  things;  but 
she  makes  the  mistake  of  thinking  he  is  as  harmless  as  a big  baby. 

e.  Carlson:  He  refers  to  the  sickly  smell  emanating  from  Candy’s  dog;  he  insists  Candy  put  the  dog  out  of  its  misery. 

f.  Curley:  He  knows  that  Lennie  killed  his  wife;  he  plans  to  get  vengeance  by  killing  Lennie. 

g.  George:  He  is  making  the  speech  he  often  makes  to  Lennie  when  they  need  cheering  up;  they  are  different  from 
other  men  because  they  are  not  lonely  - they  each  care  for  and  look  out  for  the  other. 

2.  Your  chart  should  look  something  like  this: 


Character 

Reason 

Source 

Lennie 

• slow  mentally 

• too  big  to  fit  in 

• the  other  workers 

• Curley 

Candy 

• his  age 

• disabled 

• is  not  as  strong  or  energetic 
as  the  others 

• the  other  workers 

Curley’s  Wife 

• female  on  an  all-male  ranch 

• everyone,  including  Curley 

Crooks 

• his  colour 

• he  is  disabled 

• everyone,  except  Lenny 
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Enrichment 

1.  Most  people  use  at  least  some  slang  and  colloquialisms  in  their  everyday  speech.  Some  people  use  this  informal  type  of 
speaking  extensively.  Well-educated  people  tend  to  use  less  slang  and  fewer  colloquial  expressions;  less-educated 
people  tend  to  use  more. 

Keep  in  mind  when  you  write  your  story  or  dialogue  that  the  characters  using  the  most  slang  and  colloquialisms  are 
probably  not  professional  people.  Your  story  or  dialogue  would  not  be  very  realistic  or  convincing  if  the  people  using 
this  type  of  speech  were  doctors  or  lawyers  or  English  teachers.  The  details  that  you  use  to  develop  your  characters 
should  be  appropriate  to  their  language  usage. 

When  you  have  finished  writing  your  story  or  dialogue,  have  someone  else  read  it.  This  is  the  best  way  to  find  out  how 
realistic  and  authentic  your  characters  and  their  speech  are. 

2.  Don’t  be  alarmed  if  you  find  that  your  response  is  not  as  long  or  detailed  as  the  one  that  follows.  The  following 
composition  is  made  up  of  the  best  paragraphs  taken  from  responses  written  by  several  Grade  1 1 students  who  read  Of 
Mice  and  Men  and  then  watched  two  film  versions  of  the  novel.  You  probably  watched  only  one  film  version  of  the 
novel,  but  you  may  still  be  interested  in  the  ideas  and  details  that  relate  to  a different  film  version  of  the  novel.  Compare 
your  thoughts  with  the  ones  that  follow. 

I rented  the  1981  film  version  of  Of  Mice  and  Men  starring  Robert  Blake  and  Randy  Quaid  and  the  1992  version 
starring  John  Malkovich  and  Gary  Sinise.  I thought  both  versions  were  excellent,  and  I’d  recommend  both 
versions  to  anyone  who  wants  to  see  a movie  version  of  Steinbeck’s  novel. 

Neither  of  the  versions  follows  the  novel  100  percent,  but  I thought  that  the  1981  version  follows  the  novel 
more  closely  than  the  1992  version.  I noticed  that  some  of  the  scenes  from  the  novel  that  take  place  in  the 
bunkhouse  take  place  outdoors  in  the  film  versions.  The  sequence  of  some  of  the  events  has  also  been  changed 
in  the  film  versions  and  so  has  much  of  the  dialogue,  except  in  the  key  scenes  where  the  wording  is  generally 
very  similar  to  the  original  wording  used  in  the  novel. 

I found  it  interesting  that  all  of  the  swear-words  used  by  the  characters  in  the  novel  have  been  eliminated  in  the 
1981  version.  I guess  that  was  done  so  that  the  film  would  not  offend  viewers  who  are  sensitive  to  hearing 
coarse  language.  The  1992  version  kept  most  of  the  cussing  and  cursing  that  you  find  in  the  novel.  I personally 
don’t  have  a problem  with  that  kind  of  language  because  it  adds  to  the  realism  of  the  characters  and  the  story  - 
it’s  the  kind  of  language  you  would  expect  poorly  educated  labourers  to  speak  among  themselves.  And  besides, 

I’ve  heard  a lot  worse  language  in  the  school  yard. 

In  the  novel,  Curley’s  wife’s  name  is  never  mentioned;  but,  in  the  1981  film,  Curley’s  wife  has  a name  - Mae. 

Mae  is  shown  in  a sympathetic  way  - a lonely  young  woman  who  loves  puppy  dogs  and  just  wants  contact  with 
other  people.  Her  death  is  far  more  tragic  in  this  version  of  the  story  than  in  either  the  novel  or  the  1992  film, 
where  she  seems  to  enjoy  putting  people  down  and  causing  trouble. 

In  both  film  versions  the  opening  and  closing  scenes  are  different  from  the  book.  In  the  first  scene  of  the  novel, 
George  and  Lennie  come  to  the  edge  of  the  green  pool  of  water.  In  each  of  the  film  versions,  there  is  a scene 
that  comes  before  the  scene  by  the  edge  of  the  pool  of  water. 

In  the  1981  movie,  George  and  Lennie  are  chased  by  men  on  horseback,  end  up  at  Lennie’ s Aunt  Clara’s  house, 
are  found  by  the  men  on  horseback,  and  hide  in  an  irrigation  ditch.  In  the  opening  scene  of  the  1992  movie, 

George  rides  alone  in  a boxcar,  remembering  the  last  days  of  Lennie’ s life.  The  whole  story  is  told  as  a 
flashback.  The  story  begins  by  showing  the  young  woman  in  Weed  that  Lennie  frightened  by  touching  her 
dress.  She  is  running  for  help  while  George  and  Lennie  run  away  and  hide  in  an  irrigation  ditch. 
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These  changes  in  the  way  that  the  filmmakers  begin  the  story  seem  to  emphasize  the  idea  that  Lennie  and 
George  are  constantly  having  to  run  away  from  trouble  that  Lennie  causes.  It  makes  the  viewer  wonder  what 
kind  of  trouble  Lennie  will  get  into  next,  and  whether  he  and  George  will  once  again  be  able  to  escape  the 
consequences. 

The  novel  ends  with  Slim  leading  George  away  from  Lennie’ s body  while  Curley  and  Carlson  watch.  In  the 
two  film  versions,  we  never  see  any  of  the  other  characters  again  once  George  has  found  Lennie  at  the  hiding 
place  by  the  green  pool.  The  1981  version  ends  with  George  walking  down  the  road  alone.  In  the  1992  version, 
the  story  ends  when  the  flashback  ends  - we  again  see  George  alone  in  the  boxcar. 

Although  I really  enjoyed  both  film  versions  of  the  story,  I still  liked  reading  the  novel  better.  There’s  just  so 
much  that  you  experience  when  you  read  the  novel  that  just  can’t  be  recreated  on  the  screen. 

3.  Any  research  you  do  should  help  you  to  gain  a more  comprehensive  view  of  the  homeless.  When  people  lack  knowledge 
about  a particular  group,  they  tend  to  take  a simplistic  view  and  assume  “they  are  all  alike.”  Your  research  should  help 
you  to  see  that  homelessness  is  a complex  problem,  with  few  easy  answers.  You  will  probably  find  that  individual 
homeless  people  do  not  fit  easy  definitions.  If  you  can,  interview  people  who  work  with  the  homeless;  their  experiences 
probably  contain  more  useful  information  than  can  be  found  in  any  library. 


Section  3:  Activity  1 

1 . a.  At  the  beginning  of  the  novel,  the  scene  is  very  peaceful  and  calm.  At  the  end,  everything  is  noisy  and  rushed. 

There  is  a feeling  of  impending  disaster. 

b.  The  setting  may  look  the  same  in  both  cases,  but  it  can  be  a place  of  both  happiness  and  sadness. 

2.  Your  interpretation  of  the  symbols  may  vary  somewhat  from  the  examples  provided  here. 

When  interpreting  symbols  in  literature,  it  is  important  to  realize  that  readers  sometimes  disagree  about  the  meaning  of  a 
particular  symbol.  They  may  even  disagree  about  which  things  in  a particular  piece  of  literature  are  symbols.  If  you  are 
not  sure  if  your  interpretation  of  the  symbols  in  a work  of  literature  is  valid,  discuss  your  ideas  with  another  reader. 
Remember  too,  that  you  must  be  able  to  back  up  your  ideas  with  references  to  the  text. 

a.  The  heron  and  the  water  snake  both  appear  twice  in  the  novel  Of  Mice  and  Men  - once  in  the  first  chapter  and  then 
again  in  the  last  chapter.  Many  readers  of  the  novel  have  identified  the  heron  as  a symbol  of  death.  In  the  last 
chapter,  the  little  water  snake’s  life  comes  to  abrupt  end;  death  in  the  form  of  the  heron  has  found  the  water  snake. 

In  the  last  chapter,  Lennie’ s time  is  also  up.  Death  will  find  him  too.  It  can  also  be  said  that  the  death  of  the  little 
water  snake  foreshadows  Lennie’s  death  in  the  last  chapter.  The  death  of  the  water  snake  is  symbolic  of  Lennie’s 
death.  Both  die  quickly  and  without  fear.  They  do  not  suspect  that  they  will  die. 

The  other  water  snake  that  appears  after  the  death  of  the  first  one  may  symbolize  that  no  matter  what  happens,  life 
goes  on.  It  may  also  suggest  that  the  death  of  the  water  snake  is  unimportant  - there  are  still  other  water  snakes  left 
in  the  world.  After  Lennie  dies,  life  will  go  on  for  George. 

b.  The  relationship  between  Candy  and  his  old  dog  is  symbolic  of  the  relationship  between  George  and  Lennie.  While 
all  of  the  other  characters  in  the  novel  are  loners,  there  is  a bond  between  Candy  and  his  dog  and  between  George 
and  Lennie.  In  some  ways,  Lennie  is  an  inconvenience  or  burden  to  George  in  the  same  way  that  the  dog  is  to 
Candy.  But  Candy  and  George  accept  the  responsibility  of  caring  for  their  companions;  they  have  been  together 
with  their  companions  for  so  long  that  they  are  used  to  their  company. 

George  often  says  he  would  be  better  off  without  Lennie.  Carlson  tells  Candy  that  he  should  shoot  his  old  dog:  “He 
ain’t  no  good  to  you,  Candy.  An’  he  ain’t  no  good  to  himself.”  When  the  old  dog  is  killed,  it  foreshadows  Lennie’s 
death.  Even  the  way  in  which  they  die  is  similar  - both  did  not  suspect  that  they  would  die,  and  both  are  shot  in  the 
back  of  the  head. 
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c.  The  dream  farm  symbolizes  freedom,  security,  control,  and  happiness.  It  symbolizes  home,  a place  where  they 
belong.  The  dream  farm  is  their  hope  for  the  future.  It  is  a place  where  Lennie  will  be  safe. 

3.  a.  George  also  believes  that  he  will  find  a perfect  place  for  himself. 

b.  Curley  is  a very  tense  person,  like  a snake  or  a coil  ready  to  spring  forward. 

c.  Crooks  has  a crooked  back,  but  he  is  also  a twisted,  bitter,  and  lonely  man  because  of  the  prejudice  he  has 
experienced  in  life. 

d.  Slim’s  name  is  not  symbolic.  It  is  common  for  people  to  have  nicknames  that  describe  their  prominent  physical  or 
personality  traits.  Slim  is  a slender  man,  and  the  other  characters  have  given  him  a nickname  that  suits  his  physical 
appearance. 

e.  There  are  many  possible  reasons  why  the  author  chose  not  to  give  Curley’s  wife  a name.  It  seems  to  indicate  that 
she  is  not  an  important  character.  In  reality,  her  presence  in  the  novel  is  extremely  important.  It  is  because  of  her 
that  George  and  Lennie’ s dream  of  owning  the  farm  is  destroyed,  and  it  is  because  of  her  that  Lennie  dies  at  the  end 
of  the  novel.  By  not  naming  her,  and  by  showing  her  in  an  unsympathetic  way,  the  reader  is  less  concerned  about 
her  death  than  with  Lennie’ s dilemma  following  her  death. 

Section  3:  Activity  2 

1 . Responses  will  vary;  here  is  one  possible  theme  statement:  Sometimes  dreams  are  not  achieved;  they  end  in 

disappointment  instead. 

2.  Here  are  two  possible  theme  statements: 

• When  people  are  discriminated  against  because  of  old  age,  or  size,  or  race,  or  sex,  or  mental  ability,  they  are  often 
condemned  to  a life  of  loneliness. 

• People  without  a place  where  they  feel  at  home  lead  lonely  lives. 

3.  Here  is  a possible  theme  statement:  Life  offers  no  guarantees;  even  the  best,  most  deserving  plans  can  go  unfulfilled. 

Section  3:  Follow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 

1 . a.  One  of  the  things  that  was  mentioned  several  times  throughout  the  story  is  the  Crawfords’  oak  tree,  the  last  one  left 
in  Oak  Manor. 

b.  Symbols  are  not  always  interpreted  in  exactly  the  same  way  by  every  reader.  Most  readers  of  “Day  of  Truce”  do  see 
the  oak  tree  as  a symbol,  but  their  explanations  are  not  always  identical.  It  is  expected  that  each  reader’s 
explanation  of  the  oak  tree  symbol  will  vary  somewhat.  Compare  your  explanation  with  the  one  that  follows. 

The  oak  tree  symbolizes  history,  stability,  and  tradition.  Oak  trees  can  live  a very  long  time  and  can  be 
admired  and  enjoyed  by  many  generations  of  people.  People  are  often  reluctant  to  cut  down  such  old  trees 
because  they  feel  that  they  would  be  destroying  a part  of  history.  Old  trees  are  links  to  the  past.  People  are 
often  remembered  long  after  they  have  died  by  the  tree  that  they  planted  when  they  were  still  alive. 

Established  neighbourhoods  often  have  many  large,  old  trees  growing  in  them.  Such  is  the  case  in  Oak 
Manor,  a neighbourhood  that  was  named  after  the  many  oak  trees  that  grew  there.  It  could  be  said  that  the 
oak  tree  is  a symbol  for  this  neighbourhood. 

But  not  all  of  the  residents  of  Oak  Manor  admire  and  respect  the  old  oak  trees.  By  destroying  the  old  oak 
trees  in  their  neighbourhood,  the  Punks  express  their  hatred  of  their  own  history  as  well  as  their  hatred  of 
the  unreasonable  homeowners  who  made  the  children  of  the  neighbourhood  feel  like  they  were  intruders. 
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For  the  children,  who  eventually  became  known  as  the  Punks,  the  oak  tree  was  a symbol  for  these 
homeowners  and  their  neat  and  orderly  neighbourhood.  Because  the  children  were  made  to  feel  that  the 
neighbourhood  in  which  they  lived  did  not  belong  to  them,  they  felt  that  the  symbol  of  the  neighbourhood  - 
the  oak  tree  - did  not  apply  to  them  either.  When  the  unreasonable  homeowners  became  the  enemies  of 
the  children,  the  oak  tree  became  a symbol  that  represented  the  enemy. 

The  Crawfords  and  the  other  stronghold  owners  are  trying  to  hold  on  to  a way  of  life  that  they  enjoyed  in 
the  past  - a well-kept  house  and  a yard  with  green  grass,  trees,  shrubs,  flower  beds,  fountains,  and  so  on. 

The  oak  tree  is  part  of  this  way  of  life  and  it  symbolizes  it. 

Because  the  oak  tree  is  a symbol  of  a past  that  the  Punks  hate  and  a way  of  life  that  they  have  vowed  to 
destroy,  the  fact  that  the  Crawford  stronghold  still  has  an  oak  tree  makes  the  Punks  even  more  determined 
to  destroy  the  stronghold.  The  existence  of  this  old  oak  tree  symbolizes  their  inability  to  conquer  the  whole 
neighbourhood.  The  Crawfords’  oak  tree  is  to  the  Punks  like  a red  flag  is  to  an  enraged  bull.  That  is  why, 
of  all  places  where  they  could  have  planted  the  bomb,  they  planted  it  under  the  oak  tree. 

Your  explanation  of  the  symbolism  of  the  oak  tree  in  the  story  “Day  of  Truce”  will  probably  be  much  shorter  than 
the  example  that  has  been  provided.  This  example  is  actually  an  essay  that  a group  of  English  23  students  recently 
wrote  for  a class  assignment. 

In  what  ways  is  this  explanation  of  the  oak  tree  symbol  similar  to  your  own  explanation?  In  what  ways  is  it 
different?  What  ideas  do  you  have  that  were  not  mentioned?  What  other  symbols  did  you  find  in  “Day  of  Truce”? 
Discuss  your  ideas  with  another  reader. 

2.  The  following  are  two  themes  that  readers  of  “Day  of  Truce”  have  identified. 

When  people  feel  they  have  not  been  fairly  treated,  they  often  express  their  frustration  and  resentment  through 
destructive  acts. 

Small  acts  of  defiance  can  escalate  into  dangerous  conflicts  when  two  opposing  sides  refuse  to  resolve  their 
differences  through  discussion  and  compromise. 

Did  you  find  other  themes  in  “Day  of  Truce”?  Discuss  your  ideas  with  other  readers. 

Enrichment 

1 . What  do  you  think  about  when  you  think  about  Alberta?  For  example,  you  might  include  a mountain  to  symbolize  that 
Albertans  love  nature  and  the  outdoors.  Or,  you  might  include  trees  to  suggest  that  much  of  northern  Alberta  is  still  a 
wilderness  area.  You  might  include  a hockey  stick  to  show  that  Albertans  are  sports-minded.  Any  other  ideas? 

2.  You  might  decide  that  your  life  demonstrates  the  theme,  “Nothing  in  life  comes  easily;  if  you  want  something,  you  have 
to  be  prepared  to  work  for  it.”  You  could  then  offer  two  or  three  examples  from  your  life  to  support  your  theme.  Or, 
you  might  decide  that  your  life  is  best  summed  up  by  the  statement,  “Sometimes  life  can  be  like  an  endless  banana  peel,” 
after  which  you  could  mention  the  humorous  disasters  that  keep  you  from  taking  life  too  seriously. 


